»! . g e W ;.'." ; : \
ECL77EE

(%o 2 vt

Operations in lraqg
Celebrating our heroes
AIRBORNE Commanding General says farewell

@ The Army’s Contingency Support Command
- Fall/Winter 2005 Volume 7

}.n"




Black]ack

PROVIDER

Content

FEATURES

Transportation Corps Birthday 5

COSCOM celebrates 63 years of
the Transportation Corps’ birthday
in Iraq.

State-of-the-art training

Soldiers pratice their marksmanship
on a variety of equipment using a
state-of-the-art simulator.

Fort Bragg East gets face lift
Construction on new headquarters,
barracks, gym and dining facility
begins to replace World War Il Era
building in the COSCOM area at
Fort Bragg East.

13

17

18T COSCRM HER

Aviation Transformation

Task Force Sinai exchanges Viet-
nam Era helicopter for modern day
utility helicopters in Egypt.

1st COSCOM troops redeploy
After spending a year deployed in
support of Operation Iraqi Freed,
thousands of 1st COSCOM troop
redeploy to Fort Bragg in time to
spend the holidays with their
familes.

COSCOM chefs earn honors
Two COSCOM Soldiers are hon-
ored for excellence in food services
following months of hard work.

WELCOME HOME =4

22

34

Wounded Soldier tells her story 36

A Soldier wounded while deployed
to Iraq shares her story with a chap-
lain and BlackJack Provider read-
ers

Commanding General
Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine
Command Sergeant Major
Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph R. Allen
1st COSCOM Public Affairs
Officer and Editor/ Layout
Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
Photojournalist and Staff Writer
Spc. Jerome Bishop

A publication printed quarterly by the
1st COSCOM Public Affairs Office. Print
or visual submissions of general
interest to the Blackjack Provider are
invited. Email submissions to
sonise.lumbaca@conus.us.army.mil or

call DSN 312-236-6523/5689.

The Blackjack Provider is
authorized for publication by the
1st Corps Support Command for
the Fort Bragg communities. The
contents of this publication are
unofficial and are not to be
considered as the official views
of, or endorsed by the U.S.
Government, including the
Department of Defense. The
Blackjack Provider is a command
information news publication
authorized by AR 360-1. Editorial
content is prepared, edited, and
provided by the Public Affairs
Office of the 1st Corps Support
Command. This publication
follows the AP style guide.

ON THE COVER...

¥ r«‘f“
O,

Soldiers committed to
fighting the war on terror-
ism. Cover photo by Spc.
Jerome Bishop. Layout by
Capt. Sonise Lumbaca,
1st COSCOM PAO.

Fall/ Winter 2005




Provider

Farewell Letter from the Commander

Troopers, Leaders and First
Family Members of the First Team,
as | depart Fort Bragg and the 1st
COSCOM, | have taken sometime
to reflect on our significant
accomplishments over the past 30
months. It has reconfirmed my
belief about how lucky we are- asa
country, asan Army, and as a unit -
to have agroup of professionals
like you as part of this command
which have made such incredible
success as an organi zation whether
in combat, at Ft. Bragg or
permanently deployed as part of
Task Force Sinai.

You, the 1st COSCOM troopers
and leaders, are absolutely a
magnificent team. You constantly
demonstrate professionalism,
knowledge in the profession of
arms, innovation in resolving
complex issues, persistencein
conquering challenges, flexibility in
dealing successfully with amyriad
of headquarters, joint and coalition
forces, but most importantly, you
have embraced the Warrior Spirit to
win!

Thirty months ago, aswe
assembled the team, we knew we
were going to deploy in support of
the Global War on Terror. We
trained hard for six months,
organized the COSCOM Team to
be able to command and control
large logistics formationsin a
massive wartime footprint,
established and maintained
visibility and situation awareness at
al times—all in order to maintain
and sustain the XV1I1 Airborne
Corps momentum. The results
were awesome and our deployment
will forever be remembered in the
history books.

At the strategic level, we
supported the birth of a New
Democratic Nation in the election

of agoverning council in March,
the voting in the referendum on
Irag's first constitution in October,
and the preparation for the election
of a constitutional government that
is occurring today—all remarkable
and historic achievements.

At thetactical level, you drove
29 million miles, stored and issued
abillion gallons of fuel, abillion
galons of bulk water, 68 million
bottles of water, 60 million meals,
and eight million short tons of

Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine
Commanding General

supply—this effort required over
4,600 Soldiers on the road every
day to provide both the sustainment
commodities and the force
protection platforms.

Behind all of thiswere the
countless warehouses, dining
facilities, orderly rooms, supply
points, motor pools, guard posts,
and other support functions that
kept the logistics force sustaining
the codlition; al truly amazing. |
will tell you that from my foxhole,
you made it look easy and like an
art—truly amasterpiece when all
was said and done.

In addition to your contributions
to the Corps, you constructed 24

water filtration systems that
provided clean water to over 20,000
Iraqgi people; distributed
humanitarian aid packages
comprised of items such as
clothing, school supplies, hygiene
items, and toysto over 18,000
Iragis; funded the construction of
three new health clinics, 16 new
and renovated schools, and 65
kilometers of road projects.

And while many of uswere
deployed, we cannot forget our rear
detachments Herculean effort in
supporting our Soldiers at Fort
Bragg, preparing them aswell as
Corps Soldiers for deployment
overseas, our family readiness
groups and our spouses maintaining
focus with our families and single
Soldiers; and Task Force Sinai
troopers locating at the “ Tip of the
Spear” ensuring peace in another
volatile area of our world. You all
should be proud of your
contributions to the history of not
only our great country, but to the
country of Iraq and to the world.

So, to all First Team Soldiers,
noncommissioned officers, officers
and family members —| say thank
you. | thank you for your
professionalism, dedication,
patriotism, support and
camaraderie. We are and will
always remain brothersin arms. |
thoroughly enjoyed our time
together and am immensely proud
to have had the honor to be
associated with all of you for the
past 30 months.

God bless you and your families
and to all have a Happy Holiday
and enjoy your well-deserved time
off this season.

Blackjack 6 out!
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Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph R. Allen
1st COSCOMCSM

Let me start off by wishing you,
my COSCOM Family, the very best
for this holiday season. Hope that
you all had time to get reacquainted
with your families, took time to
relax and refocus. Our missionin
Irag was asuccess. Not justin
doing our jobs, but in staying safe

and staying alive. Now that we're
back from our tour in Irag, we can’t
lose focus of our mission here.

We may be out of danger from
enemy fire or improvised explosive
devices, but new dangers are
around every corner. With the
upcoming Holidays, statistics show
that thereisan increase in vehicular
accidents due to drinking and
driving. Additionally, black ice on
the roads during the winter months,
is a contributing factor.

That being said, now we have to
focus on the 1st COSCOM’s future.
Some are retiring, others are
nearing the end of their contracts,
and others are moving to other
places throughout the Army. For
those who aren’t staying here —
don’t let yourselves become
complacent; your mission isn’t over
until the day you leave.

For those of us remaining, we
must prepare for our transformation

into the 1st Theater Sustainment
Command. Just because we will no
longer be called 1st COSCOM,
doesn’t mean that you will have to
go away. Every effort is being made
to keep the “First Team” together.

We have built a strong bond
during our year in Irag, and it
would be a shameto break it just
because of aname change.

Stay on top of your Soldier skills
and stay sharp at your job; you will
be called upon to help in the
reorganization.

To say that | am proud to be part
of your success overseas and hereis
an understatement, but | expect to
see the same quality of work here
asl didinlrag. Knowing what you
are capable of doing as Soldiers, |
have faith that you will all succeed
when you work your hardest.

Airborne, All the way!
First Team!
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With the help of Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine (center), 1st COSCOM commanding general, the Transportation
Corps' 63rd birthday cake is cut by the audiences youngest and oldest Soldier.

Transportation Corps celebrates 63rd birthday

Provider

By Spc. Jerome Bishop, 1st COSCOM PAO

July 31 isknown to many transporters and logisticians
asthe birthday of the Transportation Corps, which was
celebrated by Soldiers throughout the 1st Corps Support
Command in aceremony at the west post Morale, Welfare
and Recreation center at Logistics Support Area
Anaconda, Balad, Irag.

The nearly 500 Soldiers from units throughout 1st
COSCOM in attendance were given a brief history of the
progress of the Transportation Corps.

The Transportation Corps, which is one of the
youngest service branches, was founded in 1942 when
President Franklin D. Roosevelt established it following
the mobilization for U.S. forces at the start of World War
.

Sixty-three yearslater in Operation Iragi Freedom, the
Transportation Corps, with 2,400 officers and over 20,900
enlisted Soldiers serving worldwide, is still the sustaining
forcefor the Army and will continue to be for along time.

“I hope [the Soldiers] realize their jobs and their branch
plays an important part of the Army,” said 1t Lt. Al
Kwon, the organizer of the birthday celebration ceremony
from the 41t Transportation Company. “Everyoneis
important in fighting the Globa War on Terror.”

The ceremony itself went through extensive planning,
but from those who put it together, the time was worth it.

“It’s been over a span of five weeksto plan,” Kwon
said. “I’m very happy about the turnout. They all went
above and beyond to put this thing together and I' m very
pleased with the outcome.”

Brigadier General Yves J. Fontaine, 1t COSCOM
commanding generd, attended the ceremony among with
many of 1st COSCOM’s various battalion and brigade
commanders under COSCOM . Following the ceremony,
they took time to talk one on one with Soldiers.

“I Think the Soldiers should remember the history and
the Soldiers before them,” Fontaine said. “They need to
remember the Soldiers who set the way before them and
that they’ re setting the way for the future.”

“I didn’t really learn until after the process how
important thisisto the Soldiers,” Kwon said, “not so
much the younger Soldiers, but for more of the older and
more seasoned transporters.”

Of course, no birthday celebration is complete without
the cake, which was cut by the youngest and oldest
Soldiersin the audience with alittle help from the
commanding general.

The ceremony was concluded after the cutting of the
cake, but the Soldiers of the Transportation Corpswere
left with an important message for all transporters and
logisticians—“ Nothing moves until we move”.

An Official publication of the 1st Corps Support Command, The Army’s Contingency COSCOM



Sgt. 1st Class Michael L. Neff, main-
tenance technician, 635th Movement
Control Team, 1st Corps Support
Command, shows a third country na-
tional a deficiency on a battery in one
of the trucks in.the staging yard at
Trebil, Iraq.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
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A team of eight Soldiersfromthe Gary D. Whittlre, 635th MCT The Operationécéll is

1st Corps Support Command are detachment commander. “We responsible for COW,
responsible for operating alarge coordinate movement of military monitoring and digpersion of fuel
mission; controlling the movement ~ combat logistics patrolswithin Irag,  from Jordan to meet Corps Support
of thousands of gallons of fuel but mainly provi %t Gro\tﬁerequi rements.

between the Jordanian and Iragi ) [ e apoint of knowing
border. across the barder.” 3 -~ wheni J oming in, whereitis
d keepers arethefirst The635th MCT isresponsible ‘going an the [military] escorts

and | for expedi Tq, coordinating and are here te guide them to their final
brought i &' ving thy oug?h\lr@sti nation;”_-_ﬂ‘hittacre SO0, | —

this Additionally, therr

western rag each inclu pport i and
day. I~ Jordanian cy S officials at the
- border to &nsure that civilians

M ovement-Centrol Téam, a unit across the border safely.
from Weisbaden, Germany, have system. These teams decentralize “We have a good working
taken on the large mission, ensuring  the execution of movement relationship with the different
that fuel getsto the warfighters. responsibilitiesregionally or at key ~ customs organizations. Welearn

“ s our job to ensure what's transportation nodes. from each other and work on ways
been ordered is received, staged The 635th MCT isable to run to improve the system,” Whittacre
and moved forward,” said Capt. their operations by splittingup into  said.

two cells: Operations and Staging The Staging Yard cdll is

Yard. responsible for receiving the trucks
of suppliesin adesignated area and
staging them in‘lanes, set up
specifically for inspecting and
meeting up with their security
escorts.

“When trucks come through my
yard, we inspect every truck to
ensure that they meet the
mai ntenance and security
requirements,” said Sgt. 1st Class
: Michael L. Neff, maintenance
. 'f‘-l;"-:‘.- : technician, 635th MCT.

- ; Neff created a 24-point

. inspection for the civilian trucks
Ve m e nt CO ntrO I that enter and exit across the border.
iy This system was devel oped based
on his past experience as a motor
sergeant. To date, Neff has

é“ A vk 7 conducted more than 4,000
) al I l h G ate ee pe rS inspections since the MCT arrived
I - inApril.
T ¢ W' “We have a great system herein
L r - f place so that the trucks don't break
*'" ; O r u e down on the way,” Neff said. “The
o trucks come in from Jordan and

they are inspected for maintenance
and contraband. Once the

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
1st COSCOM PAO
b - See JORDAN, page 46
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By Spc. Jerome Bishop
1st COSCOM PAO
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The motor pool of any unit is essential to its
functionality. For the Soldiers of the Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 1st Corps Support
Command motor pool, their task has expanded from
their company to the support of several others since
their arrival to Logistics Support Area Anaconda,
Balad, Iraq.

“We support all the
units who are assigned
to HHC, 1st COSCOM
and right now that’s

about four different
units.”

-Sgt. 1st Class Richard McLellan
HHC motor sergeant

The missions on hand for this small collection of
mechanics are more than they expected, but not
more than can be done.

“We support all the units who are assigned to
HHC, 1st COSCOM and right now that’s about four
different units,” said Sgt. 1st Class Richard
McLellan, the HHC motor sergeant.

“In the rear we only had one company to
support, but since we got out here, our mission has
increased about 70 percent,” McLellan said. “With
all the companies together it’s about 160 vehicles.”

With such an increased volume in maintenance,
some vehicles are needed for missions of a higher
priority than others.

“The most important missions we have is to
support the 623rd Quartermaster Company who run
our convoy support,” McLellan said, “and the [civil
affairs'] vehicles who go outside the wire to the all
the local villages.”

Deployment has taken the Soldiers of the HHC
motor pool from their ordinary job they conducted
while back at Fort Bragg to a mission of a greater
importance.

“In the rear, our mission was to support the
company,” said Sgt. Ulric Sanders, the motor pool’s
shop foreman. “Out here it really means
something.”

The extra effort put in by the Soldiers of the
motor pool doesn’t hold them back from feeling
good about what they do.

“| feel great and do a good job,” he said. “Our
mission really means something out here.”

Every week the motor pool hosts the unit’'s
vehicles for weekly preventive maintenance checks
and services. Although the operators of the vehicles
do most of the checks, the motor pool is
responsible for the inspection and dispatch of the
vehicles.

“ Sometimes we have operator support,
sometimes not,” Sanders said. “If we do it helps,
but if not then we just work harder. The work will
still get done.”

Even with alarger work load than most company
motor pools, the Soldiers aren’t stopped by having
too much to do.

“The work load is better out here,” Sanders said.
“It keeps you busy and helps the time fly by.”

The true blood, sweat and tears poured into the
mission at the motor pool isn't just that of the
leaders, but of all the Soldiers in the garage or on

the lot, and the noncommissioned officers know
that without the Soldiers, nothing would get done.

“It’s an excellent crew,” McLellan said. “They’re
very experienced and hard working.”

“They’re great guys and great Soldiers,” Sanders
said. “I have three Soldiers who are about to get
out of the Army when we get back and they’re still
working hard.”

Mechanics are one of many Soldiers who work
behind the scenes to make sure the mission is a
success, and like these Soldiers and mechanics of
the HHC, 1st COSCOM motor pool, alot of other
Soldiersin the unit can rest assured their vehicles
will run smooth and drive harder.

An Official publication of the 1st Corps Support Command, The Army’s Contingency COSCOM



By Spc. Jerome Bishop
1st COSCOM PAO

The Troop Support
Battalion, 1st Corps Support
Command welcomed 17 new
sergeants into the Corps of
noncommissioned officers July
23 during an NCO Induction
ceremony at the Sustainer
Theater.

The ceremony began with a
reflection on the life and
service of Sgt. 1st Class Paul R.
Smith, the first and only
recipient of the Medal of Honor
during Operation Iraq
Freedom, as an example of
what NCOs should strive to be.

The ceremony was lead by
Command Sgt. Mgj. June Seay,

Troops Support Battalion
command sergeant major, who
also introduced the guess
speaker, Command Sgt. Mgj.
Joseph R. Allen, 1st COSCOM
command sergeant major, who
gave the new NCOs some
words of encouragement.

“NCOs should always
remember what it's like to be a
Soldier,” said Allen during his
address. “It’s not about you
anymore; it’'s about your
Soldiers.”

Most of the new sergeants
have been fulfilling the role of
their rank prior to their actual
promotion.

“Several of these newly
inducted NCOs have aready

been out there leading
Soldiers,” Seay said. “ Some
that have been promoted less
than 30 days ago are out there
taking care of Soldierson guard
mount and others have been
taking the role of an NCO even
before they got promoted.”

Although they’ ve been
officially inducted into the
NCO Corps, the NCOs till
have alot to learn in and about
the Army.

“They’re still going to be
coached and groomed,” Seay
said, “but they’re already
shining examples for junior
enlisted Soldiers to emulate.
They’re down there enforcing
standards and that’s what
they’ re supposed to do.”

Fall/ Winter 2005




The new inducteesrealize
just as much how important
their roleisto their Soldiers as
their leadership does.

“l now have more
responsibility,” said Sgt.
Charlotte Kendrick, an
administration clerk from 1st
COSCOM civil affairs office
and one of the 17 inductees.

“| feel honored because it’s
atime-honored corps,”
Kendrick said. “I’m working to
aways be there for my
Soldiers and to be the best

leader | can be.”

After each of the Soldiers
were recognized at the
ceremony, Seay presented each
of them with afew giftsto help

Provider

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph R. Allen, 1st
Corps Support Command command
sergeant major, speaks to the new
NCOs and the audience on his
expierences while serving as an NCO
during the NCO Induction ceremony

July 23.

them after they passed though the
arch on the stage which signified
the crossing into the NCO Corps.
“| gavethe Soldiersthree
things, the (Field Manaul) 7-22.7

Il —the NCO Guide, | gave them the

NCO Creed, which isthe creed
that all NCOs should be striving
to emulate,” Seay said. “Then we
gave them the NCO Charge. The
NCO Chargeis an oath to accept
responsibility of their Soldiers.”

Becoming an NCO is ranked
high on the honors that an
enlisted Soldier can receive. The
day of a Soldiersinduction into
the Corps of NCOsisone
memory that should not be
forgotten.

1
Command Sgt. l\igj June Se
(left), Troop Support Battali
command sergeant major, a
Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph
Allen, 1st Corps Support Co
mand command sergeant major,
present the inductees of the Jul
23rd NCO Induction ceremon
with certificates of acheiveme
and a copy of the NCO guid
known as the "Blue Book" durin
the NCO Induction ceremony Jul
23.

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop
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ROWPU team keeps clean water

flowing

By Sgt. Ty Stafford
Contributor

The air Soldiers breathe and
the water Soldiersdrink are as
vital to survival as any armor
plating or piece of equipment
they usein Irag.

The 186th Quartermaster
Detachment, 507th Corps
Support Group, is making the
water supply for the service
members at Al Tagaddum, Irag
and |ts surrounding forward

Using a Reverse Osmosis
Water Purification Unit, the
detachment is funneling 3,000
gallons of water an hour from a
canal of the Euphrates River and
anearby lake and storing them
in 50,000 gallon raw water
storage bags or transporting it
directly to Camp Outpost,
Ramadi and Habbinyiah, Irag.

The detachment, which has been
in Irag for only amonth, has three
teams of six Soldiers at the three
FOBs and the headquarters team at
Al Tagaddum.

“We operate for 20 hours and
spend four hours on maintenance,”
said detachment 1st Sgt. Monalisa
McCullough.

The detachment can produce up
to 360,000 gallons of potable and
nonpotable water aday using the
ROWPU system.

Using semi-trailer mounted
fabric tanks, the detachment ships
water to two of the FOBs for use.

To prepare for their missionin
Irag, the 186th QM Det. spent a
month honing their Soldier skills

and used wash racks at Fort Bragg
to conduct atwo-week validation
process to test their equipment.

“Weran alot of crew drillsand
attended alot of (field training
exercises) prior to mobilization to
keep the Soldiers trained up,”
McCullough said.

Thetraining was beneficial,
McCullough added, because the
unit has several new Soldiers from
Advanced Individual Training at
Fort Lee, Va., added to the unit
prior to the deployment.

“We arein high demand and
don’t have the peopleto do it,” said
Staff Sgt. David Kauffman,
noncommissioned officer in charge
of the Camp Habbayinah site.

Photo by Sgt. Ty Stafford

Sgt. Edward Beatty, 186th Quartermaster Detachment’s ROWPU team,
releases the valves on a 3K pump and begins filling water into a tanker
truck at Camp Habbayniah, Irag.

Although new to Al Tagaddum,
the 186th QM Det. was stationed in
Talil, Irag in 2003.

“Living conditions have
improved tenfold since our last
deployment,” said Sgt. Edward
Bestty. The unit replaced the 704th
Qm. Det., and has begun making
modifications to the current living
quarters and equipment.

“We' ve had one of their
ROWPUs go down since we' ve
been here, but everything else has
gone pretty smoothly,” Kauffman
said.

The 186th QM Det., like so many
ROWPU units across Iraq, are doing
their part to keep the Soldiers clean,
hydrated and focused on
accomplishing the mission.

Fall/ Winter 2005
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improves hizz«smenship

By Spc. Jerome Bishop, 1st COSCOM PAO

Sincethe early days of the Army, Soldiers have used primitive
methods to practice marksmanship. In the Army of today,
Soldierslike those from the 364th Supply Company, 46th Corps
Support Group, 1st Corps Support Command, are beginning to
use amore state-of-the-art method — the Engagement Skills
Trainer.

The Fort Bragg EST, located off of Longstreet Rd., beside the
82nd Airborne Division Band headquarters, is made up of several
indoor ranges where Soldiers can practice basic marksmanship,
perform yearly rifle qualifications, and take on the enemy in
engagement scenarios.

Staff Sgt. Eric Holland, a petroleum operations
noncommissioned officer from the 364th Sup. Co., regularly
takes advantage of the EST facilitieswith his platoon for
sergeantstimetraining.

“We came here around February last year,” Holland said.
“That wasthe first time we' ve ever been here.”

“Last week we worked on the M-16 and this week we
practiced using the [M-2 50 Cal. machine gun],” he added.

“While we were downrangein Irag, alot of peopledidn't have a
lot of experience onthe 50 Cd. and | want to get them trained up
onit.”

The EST hasavast arsena of simulation weapons systemsto
include the M-9 Beretta, M-16, with or without the M-203, the

M-4 carbinerifle, and the AT-4 rocket launcher, as
well as crew served weapons such asthe M-249
Squad Automatic Weapon, MK-19 automatic grenade
launcher, and the M-2 50 Cdl.

The variety of weaponsisn't the only reason
Holland prefersthis method of training.

“Thetraining isascloseto redlity aspossible and we had a
bunch of new peoplethat didn’'t get to go the last time,” said
Holland. “1 hope they get the fedl of the 50 Cal. and to remember
to walk the roundsinto their target instead of shooting at center
mass.”

Vital skills needed to improve a Soldier’s effectiveness, such
asthe weapons themselves used at the EST provide aredlistic
feel smilar to aweapon loaded with live ammunition.

“Our weapons have air compressorsin the barrelswhich
simulate the pneumatic recoil of theweapon,” said Mike
Gaziano, an EST facilitator. “We a so have speakers down by the
screen which provide redlistic sounds which we usually haveto
turn down so we don't hurt the Soldier’s [hearing].”

“The only difference between our training weapons and real
weapons are the data cables used for the simulator,” he added.

Holland's platoon started their day of training by zeroing their
weapons on the qualification range simulation to confirm the
firer’'sshots.

“At first we [practiced] qualification,” Holland said. “ Their
scores were pretty rough, but once we got going, and thefiring
coaches got better, it went realy well.”

“You can see how well you shoot,” Gaziano said. “You can
play areplay of the training scenario to see who shot which
target with green dots showing misses, and red showing hits.”

See SIMULATOR, page 46

In the dim illumination of the screen, two Soldiers from the 364th
Supply Company engage simulated enemies with a modified M-2

50 caliber machine gun at the Engagement Skills Trainer.
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QOIS upports the warfiohters

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca \\ ':4:}//

1st COSCOM PAO
Thousands of pounds of supplies ..‘\t}-.r.-f-{

L S
areflown in viafixed- and rotary- =
wing aircraft or drivenin by combat
logistics patrolsto staging areaseach  Receiving Shipping Point and the
day. The various supplies, which Logistics Support Area Operations.
include bottled water, equipment Once caled the Air Departure The JACOT was formed in"yeiy
parts and ammunition, are brought in ~ Airfield Control Group, the JACOT ~ to mitigate combat logistics patrd
from various locations and countries  mission has evolved into ajoint “Itisthefirst of itskind in the
to aid U.S. troopsin Irag. mission involving the Army;, Iragi theater,” Galvan said.
Onceall of these suppliesarrive, ~ Marines, Navy and Air Force. The About 12 members of 3rd Platoon
who determines what goes where, JACOT isresponsible for moving operate the ground portion of the
and when? cargo by air. JACOT mission which entails e &
Members of 3rd Platoon, 403rd “The operation is simple, we operating various equi pment
Cargo Transfer Company, an active- - upload and download Air Forceand ~ including theAir Force 25K 3
duty unit from Fort Bragg, N.C., that - Marine aircraft. Mainly C-17sand 40K loader and the Army,
_ der the 620th Corps Support.  C-130s” said Sgt. 15t Class Lupe G and Air Force 10K rough-t ga

ﬂse:qt-eorpssjpporr avan 3rd Platoon, 408id CTC. — pforkdift B0
' n the mission of esdownloadthe -' oaders a ecarg_oloadmg
recelving mbound suppliesand -Wi nged aircraftandwe Systems Use 0 all nto an = ’

dispersing them to various units of download Air force pallets and arcraft.
all services. transport them to acargo yard where  “Our Soldier Srhﬁiﬁhﬁﬂ”' cros

The platoon of about 40 Soldiers, thecargo istracked and facilitated to trained on this equipment by the
" which.argived-indmiek: 005; he.ce other branches. Thejoint training
is responsible for Yhres areas of this “All four branches of service hel ps to accomplish the mission
operation which operates 24 hoursa  work together to facilitate the without flaws,” Galvan said.
day in Tagaddum, Irag; the Joift Air  movement of this cargo,” Galvan Pfc. Anastasia Tolley, acargo
\ said. specialist for the 403rd CTC, loads
cargo during the dayshift.

“I likethisjob becauseitis
eventful and develops good skills as
far asthetechnical trade ‘
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Pfc. Anastasia Tolley, a cargo specialist for the 403rd Cargo Transfer
Company, drives a 10K forklift at the staging yard in Tagaddum, Iraq. {
Soldiers like Tolley in the 403rd CTC were crossed trained on various
equipment to include those handled by the Marines, Sailors and Air-

men at Tagaddum.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
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sometimes
we'll get cargo
that is not
supposed to be
here. So, we
| havetotrack it
down and
make sure it
getsto the
right location.”
Members of

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
The Central Receiving Shipping Point is where mem-
bers of the 403rd CTC receive in-coming supplies and
equipment from combat logistics patrols. The yard is
also used to store and stage equipment to be moved.

Tolley said. “Thejobis challenging
and keeps me on my toes.”

The Central Receiving Shipping
Point mission, an operation run by
about 11 Soldiers, receives supplies
and equipment in a staging yard and
distributes the Army cargo from
incoming combat logistics patrolsto
units here and other forward
operating bases.

The CRSPyardisaso astaging
areafor combat logistics patrols
traveling to various other locations
in Iraqg and Kuwait, Galvan said.

The Soldiersthat operate the
CRSP yard not only are responsible
for cargo documentation, but also
operating Material Handling
Equipment which includes container
handlersto load and unload 20 and
40 feet containers, and the 10K
variable reach forklift that loads
463L Air Force pallets.

The container handler is
machinery that can be driven
through rough terrain with the
capability to load and unload large
containers on to flatbed trucks, rail
cars and on the ground.

“We write down the unit, tracking
number, weight and the day the
equipment was picked up in order to
keep track of what comesin and out
of theyard,” said Spc. Dianna Deiss,
forklift operator, 403rd CTC.
“There'salot of different units and

theLSA
Operations
cell are
responsible for
providing
support throughout the entire camp
here. They load up combat logistics
patrols and travel throughout Irag
providing support. Additionaly,
they provide MHE support, which
includes the operation of a 40-ton
crane to move heavy equipment for
units that do not have this type of
support.

“We have moved over 6,000
pieces of equipment and freights
over the past seven months,”
Galvan said.

There are some challenges.

“The biggest challenge we have
in Irag is the weather and keeping
our equipment mission capable,”
Galvan said. “The sand stormswe
have to deal with damage our
Kamars, and 10Ksin our every day
usage.”

However, the unit is able to meet
this challenge with experienced
Soldiers within the platoon.

“We have a great maintenance
team on hand that keep our
equipment from falling apart and
they are always looking for
replacement parts ahead of time. So
far we haven't dropped amission
for non mission-capabl e equipment
because of the fine job they have
been doing,” Galvan said.

Members of 3rd Platoon enjoy
their jobs because they are doing
what they were trained to do,
Galvan said, but thisis just one of
many reasons.

“1 enjoy thisjob and its
versatility,” Deiss said. “It’'s not
monotonous or repetitive.”

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

Spc. Dianna Deiss, forklift operator, 403rd Cargo Transfer Company,
directs aforklift operator to adjust a pallet on the back of a flatbed truck

at Tagaddum, Iraq.
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Fort Brasg East

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
Members of the 1st Corps Support Command, Army Corps of Engineers,
Directorate of Public Works and Caddell Construction Company break
ground at the 1st COSCOM headquarters building Oct. 26.

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca, 1st COSCOM PAO

The 1st Corps Support Command
hosted a groundbreaking ceremony
Oct. 26 at the 1st COSCOM
headquarters at Fort Bragg to start
construction on an $80 million dollar
project that will include the
construction of anew headquarters
building and various other facilities.

The new congtruction, which
includes the creation of more than 10
buildings, is part of phases1 and 2
construction for Fort Bragg East; dso
known asthe*COSCOM Area.”

Currently, many 1st COSCOM
subordinate commands and staff
members operate out of two-story
white buildings built during the
World War 11 era. Thiswill al
change when the new buildings are
constructed.

Caddell Construction Co., a
company based in Montgomery, Ala,
will manage the construction.

Provider

“Wewill now be able to have our
staff members operate out of one
location,” said Col. Albert Ballard,
deputy commander for the 1t
COSCOM. “Right now, our staff
members are spread out away from
the headquarters. The new two-story
headquarters will alow operations
and staffing to run smoother for [the
command].”

Ballard, who started out asa
lieutenant working for the 1st
COSCOM in the World Wer |1 era
buildings some 20 years ago |ooks
forward to the new construction.

“[The new buildings are] avery
welcomed improvement,” he said.

Additional to work facilities,
quality of lifewill improve. The
current Soldiers’ quarters, which
were built some 20 years ago, will be
replaced with more than 500 new

An Official publication of the 1st Corps Support Command, The Army’s Contingency COSCOM

living quarters; and anew fitness
facility will be built.

“Our Soldiers are deploying and
redeploying like arevolving door due
the (operation tempo),” said Cal.
Robin Akin, Chief of Staff for the 1st
COSCOM. “With the amount of
time and sacrificesthat our Soldiers
give, itisonly fitting that they should
come home to new and improved
fecilities.”

The new headquarterswill
eventualy become the command
center for the 1t Theater
Sustainment Command; anew
command that the 1st COSCOM wiill
eventualy transform into as a part of
the U.S. Army-wide transformation.

“This construction project could
not have happened at a better time,”
Akinsaid. “The COSCOM will be
trangitioning into an entirely new
command, and with the new
command wewill have new facilities
for our hard working heroes.”

With construction of the new
facilitieswill come dight traffic
delays and detours. Lane and
BlackJack streets off of Honeycuitt
Rd. will be closed. Partsof Medic,
Goldberg and Ordnance Streets will
aso have closures; and Quartermaster
Street starting from the COSCOM
headquarters past Lane S. will also
be closed.

Other units and buildings involved
in the congtruction project include
five COSCOM battalion
headquarters, aheadquartersand
barracksfor the 44th Medical
Brigade and the 82nd Sustainment
Brigade.

“With the new congtruction, the
landscape east of Bragg Boulevard
will never bethe same again,”
Ballard said. “And, that isagood
thing.”
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COSCOM Soldiers g

By Spc. Jerome Bishop
1st COSCOM PAO

Thanksgiving is known to complicate travel, lower sales prices,
and for the Soldiers of the 1st Corps Support Command, produce a
potentially awarding Thanksgiving meal served at the 1st COSCOM
BlackJack Café dining facility Nov. 23.

For the past four weeks, the cooks and chefs at the BlackJack
Café have been working hard to prepare and serve a Thanksgiving
feast capable of giving Soldiers the feeling of being home —and
winning afew awardswhile they're at it.

- “By nature, Thanksgiving isthe most celebrated meal in the
Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop ~ Army, but what makes it different is the amount of culinary skillswe
(Above) Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine, 1st Corps Sup- putintoit,” said Sgt. 1st Class Steven Chow, dining facility manager
port Command commander serves afamily member  of the BlackJack Café. “ Everything you do for Thanksgiving is
dinner. (Below) Pfc. Celso Santiago-Mejias carves on  going to be evaluated for the ‘ Thanksgiving Competition’ between
of many Thanksgiving turkeys at the BlackJack Cafe gl the dining facilities on Fort Bragg.”
dining facility. In previous years, the BlackJack Café took the top prize in 2003,
and the runner-up in 2004. The cooks expect another hard earned
victory, and their customers agree.

“1 don’t know about the other dining facilities, but thisoneis
really good,” said Spc. Byron Jay, an avionics, navigationa and
electronics systems repair specialist from Company |, 4th Battalion,
159th Aviation Regiment, 507th Corps Support Group. “1 think they
have a good chance of winning. They got my vote.”

Spc. Jennifer Hille, a mechanic from the 259th Field Services
Company, 364th Corps Support Battalion, 46th CSG, didn’t even
have to finish her meal, or start it, to express how she felt about the
BlackJack Café's chances at the top trophy.

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop
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Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop
Food service specialists set up various elaborate displays Nov. 23.
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et early ‘Turkey Day’

“1 haven't gotten to eat yet but it looks pleasing,” Hille said. “If
they keep cooking like this, they shouldn’t have a problem [at
winning].”

Others, like Capt. Jack Chaffin, company commander of the 364th
Supply Company, 264th CSB, 46th CSG and his wife Amy, think its
more than just the food which will bring the prize to the 1st
COSCOM.

“I"d say the presentation and the assortment was the best, and
having stuff for the kids,” Amy said, with her husband in full
agreement.

“That’s what stuck out in my mind,” Chaffin said as their daughter
Ledlie, 8, and their son Jack Jr., 5, played in the inflatable jumping pit
with aclown.

Children of Soldierswere also treated to cotton candy and face
painting provided by the staff of the BlackJack Café as well as being
entertained by a mascot-like Thanksgiving turkey.

“Thekids loved all the charactersinside,” Jack Jr. said, asthe
Soldier in aturkey costume came running outside bringing smiles to
the children.

Thismay seem like alot for just one meal, but to win the
Thanksgiving Competition, it'sall closely reviewed.

“We had different categories, we had food preparation, sanitation,
culinary originality and the decorations,” said Sgt. Maj. Rodney
Price, sergeant major of the Directorate of Logistics and one of three
of the competitions evaluators. “ For Fort Bragg, the * Thanksgiving
Competition’ has been going on for over 20 years. Historically, these
Soldiers have been putting out alot of artistic ability.”

See COMPETITION, page 46

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
Fort Bragg Soldiers enjoy Thanksgiving dinner a day early at the
1st COSCOM BlackJack dining facility.

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop
(Above) Sgt. Celina Gonzales, food service specialist,
Company C, Troop Support Battalion, carvesmeat to
prepare to serve to Soldiers and their families at the
BlackJack dining facility. (Below) Trays of desserts are
put on display. The Dining facilty took 1st Place overall.

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop
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A UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter is loaded into the cargo hold of the Russian Antonov AN-124 Condor at

Pope Air Force Base's Yellow Ramp Dec. 1.

By Spc. Jerome Bishop
1st COSCOM PAO

After years of planning, the first
five UH-60 Black Hawks for
Soldiers of the 1st Support
Battalion, or Task Force Sinai, 1st
Corps Support Command in Egypt
in support of Multi-national Force
Observer departed PopeAir Force
Base, N.C. Dec. 2.

The plan to replace obsolete
aircraft in the Sinai for U.S.
peacekeepers assisting in the
enforcement of the Egyptian-lsragli
1979 Camp David Peace Accords
has been underway for severa
years.

However, this mission involved
more than just getting the

helicopters from point A to point B.

“This shows us three things,”
said Mgj. Gen. Virgil L. Packett 11,

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

acting commander of the X V111
Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg
who was on hand to review the
loading progress. “First that we're
moving forward in providing our
Soldiers with the best equipment.
Second that we' re moving forward
in our aviation transformation, and
third, the level of international
cooperation in a peacekeeping
mission by moving American
helicopters on a Russian aircraft.”
“Today isthefirst of thefinal
stepsin getting that completed in
that we're getting the first five
Black Hawks to the Sinai and that’s
abig step,” said Chief Warrant
Officer John Leake, the aviation
readiness officer from Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, Corps

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop
U.S. Army contractors remove the
tail rotor off of a UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopter at Pope Air Force Base.
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Distribution Command, 1st
COSCOM. “In 2002, aforce
modernization plan was put
forward to change the MFO Sinai’'s
UH-1H Hueysto the Black Hawk.”

Currently, TF Sinai are
conducting missions with the UH-
1H Huey helicopter, which the
Army intends on replacing as part
of the transformation of the Army’s
Aviation Corps.

“Aspart of theArmy’s
Transformation Plan, Army
Aviation is divesting itself of the
‘legacy aircraft’ such asthe AH-1
Cobra and the UH-1H Huey among
others,” said Mgj. Joseph Martini,
aviation readiness officer for HHC,
CDC. Martini spearheaded the

Three Russian Antonov AN-124 Condor crewmembers

coordination for most of the
mission through bi-weekly
teleconferences between the 1st
COSCOM, XVIII Abn. Corps, Air
Mobility Command, the 82nd
Combat Aviation Brigade and other
key players.

Although the Huey and the
Black Hawk can both conduct the
same variety of missionswhich
includes transporting troops and
supplies, search and rescue
missions and medical evacuations,
the Black Hawk is an essential part
of the plan the Army hasfor it's
revamped aviation fleet.

“The Army decided it wants four
aircraft — the UH-60 Black Hawk,
the OH-58 Kiowa, the AH-64
Apache, and the CH-47 Chinook,”
Leake said.

remove the wench cable used to tow the UH-60 Black
Hawks inside the aircraft Dec. 1 at Pope Air Force Base.

Getting the helicopters to Egypt
presented it's own challenge since
only alimited number of cargo
aircraft are capabl e of
simultaneously transporting five
helicopters athird of the world
away.

“Because of the priorities set by
the Air Mobility Command, our
options for transporting the
helicopters were limited,” Leake
said. “In support of this national
mission, they saw fit to charter an
aircraft big enough to get them over
there rather than resources being
used in Iraq and Afghanistan.”

The aircraft utilized by the 1st
COSCOM to transport the Black
Hawks to the MFO — the Russian
Antonov AN-124 Condor.

The crew and aircraft was
contracted from a Ukrai nian-based
charter company called Volga-
Dnepr Airlines whom specializein
the transportation of over-sized
cargo, Martini said.

TheAir Force C-5 Galaxy cargo
transportation aircraft is dightly
larger than the Condor used by
Volga-Dnepr, however, the Condor

See TRANSFORM, page 46
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Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop
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Sgt! 1st Class Vache Brooks, intelligence analyst,
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st
Corps Support Command ‘spends’a little quality
time with her son 3-year-old son, Robert Jr., dur-
ing a redeployment ceremony Oct. 31 at Pope Air
Force Base’s Green Ramp.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbé
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Holiday cheers for returning troops

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
1st COSCOM PAO

Family and friends of deployed 1st Corps
Support Command Soldiers have received the best
gift anyone can receive for the upcoming
holidays; a chance to spend it with their Soldiers.

More than 200 Soldiers assigned to the 1st
COSCOM were welcomed home during a
redeployment ceremony at Pope Air Force Base's
Green Ramp Oct. 31 at 7:30 a.m.

“It's a great day and opportunity to welcome
this element that represented the largest command
inlrag,” said Maj. Gen. Virgil L. Packett 11, the
acting commander for the XVIII Airborne Corps
and Fort Bragg. “It is agreat treat to have you all
back here with your families.”

Among the redeploying members was the
commander of the 1st Corps Support Command,
Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine.

Members of the 1st COSCOM were deployed
for ayear to Iraq and Kuwait in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Having spent a year away from their families,
many of the Soldiers are in agreement that they
are glad to be home.

“It's great [to be home]. | really missed [my
children],” said Capt. Jamie Brunson, a members
of the Corps Distribution Command. “You see that
they are really young, so | was eager to get back
and see them and see how they have grown.”

“I missed them so much,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Vache Brooks, referring to her husband Robert
and 3-year-old son Robert Jr. “I1t’s great to be
home.”

Brooks is an intelligence analyst with
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st
COSCOM.

Whilein Iraq, the 1st COSCOM, which was
based at five major logistical hubs spread

Continued next page

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine (left), commander of the 1st Corps Support Command and Command Sgt. Maj.
Joseph R. Allen, lead redeploying 1st COSCOM troopsoff the Pope Air Force Base flight line after returning
from Iraq, Oct. 31.
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1st COSCOM Operations in Iraq

-Supported over 180 units

-Drove and transported over 3,000 vehicles
-Moved over 1,000 containers totaling over 785
tons of supplies

-Transported over 134 million gallons of fuel, at
an average of 1.1 million gallons per day; enough
to fuel 57,000 vehicles daily

-Driven or flown over 20,000 Soldiers.
-Installed over 4,000 up-armor kits
-Completed more than 13,000 combat logistics
patrols

-Drove an average of 12,000 miles per month
(equal to what the average American drives per
year) and covered more than 29 million miles
during combat logistics patrols

throughout the country, was comprised of five
COrps support groups, one area support group, one

brigade-sized corps distribution command and two

brigade combat teams; totaling approximately
20,000 Soldiers.

The 1st COSCOM’s mission was to provide
logistical support to the Multinational Corps-Iraq,
which included combat logistics patrols pushing
the mail, water, fuel and food needed to sustain
the momentum of U.S. and Coalition Forces
across Iragq and Kuwait.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

Excited family members cheer on redeploying 1st Corps
Support Command troops Oct. 31 at a welcome home
ceremony held at Pope Air Force Base’s Green Ramp.

“COSCOM Soldiers completed about 150
combat logistics patrols a day,” said Fontaine.

All of the vehicles conducting combat logistic
patrols were up-armored, and 80 percent of the
fleet had armor, which was the goal, he said.

Many of the up-armoring of vehicles was
conducted by units within the 1st COSCOM.

Additional to their mission, the 1st COSCOM
partnered with Iraqi forces to facilitate the
development of the Iraqgi army logistics system.
This partnership involved three COSCOM corps
support groups establishing and training Iragi
motor transport regiments to conduct their own
independent logistical operations. These motor
regiments are now conducting independent
operations and have helped support Iragi
security forces in the recent constitutional
referendum.

“It just feels really good to spend ayear [in
support of OIF] and accomplish so much and be
able to come back to our families,” said Lt. Col.
Mitchell Johnson, a member of the Corps
Distribution Command.

The 1st COSCOM continues to have Soldiers
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
and Operation Enduring Freedom. Over the course
of the remainder of the year, more Soldiers are
scheduled to redeploy hometo their families.
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By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
1st COSCOM PAO

Red, white, blue and star
spangled balloons along with alarge
“Welcome Home 1st COSCOM
Heroes’ banner decorated the walls
of the Dahl Gym'’s
basketball courts here
where the family and
friends of redeploying 1st
Corps Support Command
Soldierswaited for their
return.

Family Readiness
Group booths lined the
gymnasium’s foyer with
welcoming smiles, family
reintegration pamphlets,
American Flags, and 1st
COSCOM novelty
bandanas. Inside the
basketball court, patriotic
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—
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“It isgoing to be nice to just sit
and talk as afamily,” said Susan
Stegall, who has experienced a
deploying spouse for the first time.
“[Talking] is something we have all
missed.”

acg families
COSCOM troops

N/

lcom

9
L

surprised to see how much she has
grown.”

The most difficult part of the
deployment was raising three
children alone, Susan said.
However, with the help of her
husband's unit Family
Readiness Group, she
was able to makeit
through difficult
moments.

“I now have a better
idea of what to expect in
thefutureand | have a
new found respect for
the military wife and
what they go through.”

The background of
patriotic tunes stops and
the chatter between
anticipating family
members die down as an
announcement comes

tunes blared from the PA I

system and the thick over the PA says, “May |

smell of anticipation was have your attention

intheair. pl eas_e? Our SoI"d| esare
More than 60 Soldiers 10 minutes out.

from the Corps Cheers an_d appl ause

Distribution Command, = from ghe exut;(jj family

507th Corps S.Jpport Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca tmhan ?]rSL:toﬁ"]r

Group and Headquarters  spc. Kerry-Ann Simpson, an aviation items manager, gyrr%l;l%spum <

Company, 1st COSCOM  507th Corps Support Group, is welcomed home with +Daddy is coming

would be wel comed
home in a ceremony fit

flowers and a sign by her father Trevor and a family friend
at a welcome home ceremony at Dahl Gym, Oct. 10.

home,” LenaMcCollum

for heroesOct. 10 at 11
am.
“1 am going to tell my daddy how
much | missed him,” said Joshua
Segal, the six-year-old son of Sgt.
Ted Stegall, a computer technician
for the CDC.

Joshua also anticipates playing
video games and trading Pokeman
Cards with hisfather.

Provider

The Stegalls, who have been
married for 10 years, five of which
have been served in the Army,
together have three children with
Joshua being the oldest, Emma, 3
and Rachel, 11 months.

“When Ted |eft to deploy to Iraq,
Rachel was only three weeks [old],”
Susan said. “1 think that he will be

saysto her six-year-old

daughters, Lemaya, and 11-month-
old, MyJena as she hugs them.

Lenaisthewife of Spc. James
McCollum, alogistics specialist for
CDC. Thisisthe second deployment
for the McCollums who have been
married for two years. The first
deployment took place while they
were dating nearly four years ago
when McCollum deployed to Bosnia

An Official publication of the 1st Corps Support Command, The Army’s Contingency COSCOM
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while serving with the Pennsylvania
National Guard.

Like Susan, Lena agreesthat the
most difficult part of the deployment
wasraising her children.

“You have to find agood support
group structure, beit family or your
husband's unit; especidly if you
havekids,” Lenasaid. “You aso
have to be agreat supporter of your
husband and what he believesin,
otherwise you might not makeit asa
family.”

Trevor Simpson, the father of
Spc. Kerry-Ann Simpson, an
aviation items manager with the 1st
COSCOM, agrees.

Trevor, whose family originated
from the Caribbean island of
Jamaica, arrived Sunday from
Windsor, Conn. to see his daughter’s
return home.

“Atfirst | was sad, especialy
when | saw her leave. But she
assured me that everything would be
okay,” Trevor said. “Kerry-Ann has
away of showing you that
everything will be okay and | want
to support her.”

While in Iraq, Simpson kept
in contact with her father
through e-mail and telephone
calls.

“You also have to be a
great supporter of your
husband and what he
believes in, otherwise
you might not make it as
a family.”

-Lena McCollum, spouse

“We e-mailed each other on a
regular basis, so | always knew
that she was okay and what she
was doing,” Trevor said.

It was through this
communication he learned that his
daughter became a U.S. citizen in
aJuly ceremony held in Irag.

“She was so excited
and the family was all
excited for her. [Her
citizenship] waslong
awaited and we are very
proud of her,” Trevor
said.

For hisdaughter’s
welcome home, Trevor
has many hugs and a
Jamaican meal planned
for her.

“It has been such a
long time since she has
had Jamaican food and |
know that she missesit,”
he said.

“Ladiesand
Gentlemen,” avoice
blares over the PA
system. “The buses are
herel”

Family memberswho
once sat calmly in the
bleachers arose and
rushed the side doors of
thegymnasiumin
excitement asthey
watched their Soldiers one-by-one
exit the buses.

“1 see my baby,” Trevor
announced aoud in acracking voice
fighting to hold back sobs.

American flagswaved frantically,
homemade posters displaying “We
love you,” were held up high and
cheers rang out from the audience of
anticipating family members.

After formalities, which included
awelcome home speech from Cal.
Robin Akin, the acting 1st
COSCOM commander for the rear
detachment at that time, the Soldiers
werereleased to their families.

“1 missed you so much,” Stegall
said as he hugged hiswife and
children. “And look how big you all
are,” he said as he held histhree-
year-old while his son Joshua
hugged around hisleg.

“My emotions are al over the
place,” Simpson said as she

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
Sgt. Ted Stegall, computer technician, Corps
Distribution Command, holds his 3-year-old
daughter, Emma, at a welcome home cer-
emony at Dahl Gym, Oct. 10.

embraced her father with alarge
bundle of roses held in one hand. “I
am so happy to seeyou.”

“1 missed my girls. Did you miss
daddy?’ McCollum asks as he held
both daughtersin hisarms, MyJena
for thefirst time.

Like these three families, the
welcome home for many of these
Soldiers on this day was an
anticipated and heart-felt moment.

“Thisisone of the happiest days
of my life,” Trevor said. “My
daughter has returned home safely to
me.”

The 1st COSCOM was deployed
for ayear in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom. While deployed, the
command conducted large-scale
logistical operations that included
setting up four logistical hubs,
training three Iragi Motor Transport
Regiments and force sustainment
operations.
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Aviation susta

By Spc. Jerome Bishop
1st COSCOM PAO

The 1st Corps Support Command celebrated Nearly 18 hours later in a separate ceremony Oct.
another safe redeployment with family and friends 20, another group of Co. I's fellow Soldiers returned
of Company I, 4th Battalion, 159th Aviation to the states along with members of the 82nd
Regiment, 507th Corps Support Group during two Airborne Division’s Headquarters and Headquarters
welcome home ceremonies Oct 19 and 20. Troop, 1st Battalion, 17th Cavalry Regiment.

The Soldiers of the 4th Bn., 159th Avn. Regt., Following the landing of the plane and shaking

after hours of waiting, were finally reunited with the  hands with the leadership, the Soldiers stood in
loved ones whom they were required to leave behind  formation anxiously awaiting the command that

and others picked up where they had left off ayear would allow them their first moment in months with
ago. loved ones.

A little less than a hundred Soldiers See AVIATION, page 46
of Company | arrived at Pope Air Force
Base in the evening of Oct. 19 to the
shock and surprise of those waiting,
which didn’t expect them for another
hour.

Sgt. Eddie G. Bilbraut, an aircraft
mechanic, on the other hand, was one
in agroup of Soldiers who didn’'t have
anyone waiting to welcome them.

“1 knew | was going to be here, |
knew there were going to be families
here and | knew 1’d be alone, so |
prepared my emotions for that,”
Bilbraut said.

Knowing he’'d be alone didn’t make
it easy on him or his plan to get home
unaffected, as he was still on edge with
the emotions of others surrounding
him.

“1I"m just trying to be strong. | don’t
want to let all the emotion in the air to
make me start crying,” he said.

Even though Bilbraut made it back
to the states with no one to greet him at
Green Ramp, that didn’t mean there
wasn't afamily waiting for him.

“1 got extended to deploy, so I'm
going to (End Term of Service) and go
back home to Puerto Rico to be with
my family,” said Bilbraut.

Regardless of the emotions of
everyone else around him, Bilbraut
wasn't afraid to let one emotion show.

“It feels great to be home. There’'s no
dust here,” he said.

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

Soldiers of Company |, 4th Battalion, 159th Aviation Regiment, 507th
Corps Support Group walk down stairs as they step foot on Ameri-
can soil at Green Ramp Oct. 19 after serving a year in Irag.
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Army Brats welcome
parents home

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
1st COSCOM PAO

Hundreds of family members patiently waited in anticipation
to welcome home more than 100 Soldiers of the 46th Corps
Support Group, 1st Corps Support Command during a
“Welcome Home' ceremony Oct. 21 at Pope Air Force Base's
Green Ramp.

Among the family members waiting were many children
anticipating seeing the safe return of the parent they hadn’t seen
in six monthsto a year; depending on when rest and
recuperation leave was taken.

“| felt lonely when my dad |eft,” said 8-year-old Da Mon
Johnson, the son of Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey L. Johnson, alogistics
specialist. “1 was upset when he was deployed.”

“Thistime the boys reacted differently to their father being
away,” said Pam Johnson, Da Mon’s mother.

Pam Johnson attributes her children’s reaction to the fact that
they are alittle older and understand the difference between
their father being around and not being there. She has two other
boys, Tyrese, 3, and Jaylyn, 2.

“After acertain age, [children] know the difference,” Pam
said.

Da Mon said that the biggest thing that he missed during the
deployment was working on his homework with his father.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
Stephen Fogarty Jr. (rear), along with his
mother, younger brother, and other anticipat-
ing families wait outside the pax shed on the
Pope Air Force Base flight line as their rede-
ploying service members exits an aircraft
that flew in from Iraq.

“My daddy helps me with my
math and reading. | like when we
do my homework,” Da Mon said.

Besides looking forward to doing
homework with his father, Da’Mon
looks forward to celebrating his
ninth birthday next week.

“1 am really happy that my dad is
here for my birthday,” Da Mon
said.

Additionally, Da' Mon
anticipates getting hislife back to
normal. One responsibility he
looks forward to giving up is being
“the man of the house”.

“1 cleaned up the house and
watched my brothers,” he said.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca The oldest son becomi ng the
Pam Johnson, wife of Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey L. Johnson, patiently waits  «yan of the house” is somethi ng

for the arrival of her spouse along with her three sons (I-r) Jaylan, 2,
Da’Mon, 8, and Tyrese, 3 at the pax shed at Pope Air Force Base’s Green

Ramp Oct. 21.

shared by many military sons.
See BRATS, page 48
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By Spc. Jerome Bishop
1st COSCOM PAO

In aseries of redeployments, 1st
Corps Support Command Soldiers
completed their toursin Iraq when
they returned home Nov. 4, 7 and 8
during welcome home ceremonies

“Thanks to this second deployment, | was able to
get my citizenship in Baghdad on July 5,” Corona
added.

Following the weekend, Soldiers of the 4th Battalion,
159th Aviation Regiment arrived home.

Waiting for Spc. Thurman W. Lewis|lI, an
automated logistics specialist from Company |, 4th
Bn., 159th Avn. Regt. to get off of the plane, were his

at PopeAir wife Juanita
ForceBase's Lewis, his
Green Ramp. mother and

The 261st father Joyce and
Movement Thurman W.
Control Team, Lewis Jr., and
330th his two sons,
Movement Trevor Wade, 8,
Control and Tyler
Battalion was William, 1.
the first to They weren't
arrive home the only ones
Nov. 4. waiting. Lewis

“It feels couldn’t wait to
great getting spend time with
back to hisfamily again.
freedom,” said "[Being with
Sot. LuisR. family again] is
Corong, a the best feeling
transportation in the world,”
management Lewissaid. “My
noncommissoned family needed
officer from me more
the 261st throughout this
MCT. “It gets year than my
old when : unit.”
you' re stuck Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop Unlike many
on (Logistics Spc._Thurman W. Lewis I_I holds his son, Tyler William for families, the
Support Area) the first time after returning to the_ U.S. at the welcome Lewisfamily
Anaconda for a home ceremony Nov. 7 at Pope Air Force Base's Green faced a
whole year.” Ramp. complication at

Corona was one of many
Soldiers who returned to the States
without any friends or family to
greet him, but he’s proud of what
he accomplished and looked
forward to seeing his family in the
future.

“| feel sad that my family couldn’t
be here, but I’'m happy for those
Soldiers who had their family
here,” said Corona. “But | plan to
enjoy my time left on Fort Bragg,
and visit my family in California.”

the wrong time.

“My youngest son was born on Sept. 19, 2004, but he
was a premature birth and was put in an intensive care
unit for seven weeks,” said Lewis. “By the time he
was able to come home, | was heading to Irag. |
really did not get time to bond with him.”

Although Lewis was gone, his family pulled
together and made the best of their situation for his
eventual return.

“l am afamily oriented person,” Lewis said. “My
parents are just a part of my extended family. They

will always be there for us.”
See REDEPLOY, page 49
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COSCOM retires one unit:

Welcomes the return of another

By Spc. Jerome Bishop, 1st COSCOM PAO

The 7th Transportation Battalion, 507th Corps
Support Group, inactivated one company and activated
another the morning of Oct. 14 at the 1st Corps
Support Command Memorial site.

The Guidon of the 58th Maintenance Company
(General Support) was furled in an inactivation
ceremony, officially retiring the company that has
served the 1st COSCOM and Fort Bragg since 1980.

The order to alter the company structure is part of
the Army’s transformation.

“Thiswas an Army and Force Command level
decision to transfer the 58th Maint. Co. to the reserve
component and the activation of the 127th Trans. Co.,”
Lt. Col. Allen W. Kiefer, 7th Trans. Bn. commander,
said.

The 58thMaint. Co.’s mission, however, is not over.
Elements of the 58th Maint. Co. will continue to
support the Army, but in another way.

“Under transformation, [the 58thMaint. Co.’s|
general mission will be shifted to the reserve
component,” Kiefer said. “ The missions left over by
the 58th will be absorbed into other unitsin the Army
or on Fort Bragg.”

Soldiers of the 58th Maint. Co. have since found
other placesto exercise their skills.

“The Soldiers were either transferred to other
maintenance units on Fort Bragg or got orders to other
posts,” Kiefer said. “They were redistributed to fill
slots within the Corps or were given permanent-
change-of-station orders.”

“A majority of the Soldiers went to the 659th Maint.
Co. (Direct Support),” said Capt. Mike Hearn, the out-
going company commander.

“It’s sad to see the unit leave and they have a good
mission on aGS level,” Hearn added. “But it'sthe
direction that the Army isgoing in.”

See RETIRE, page 49

il '

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

Capt. Travis L. Sept, incoming commander of the 127th Transportation Company, 7th Transportation Battal-
ion, 507th Corps Support Group, unfurls the 127th Trans. Co. guidon during the Reactivation Ceremony at

the 1st COSCOM memorial site Oct. 14.
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Every quarter during the fiscal
year those who volunteer their
times to the Army community and
local organizations are recognized
for their selfless service.

This quarter, three members of
the 1st Corps Support Command’'s
family were recognized with Fort
Bragg Iron Mike Awards during an
awards ceremony held at the
Community Town Hall Center at
Fort Bragg Oct. 28.

Kathy Fontaine, Amy Pike and
Debra Whittle each received an
Iron Mike Award for donating
many hours of their time to various
causes.

Maj. Gen. Virgil L. Packett 11

and the Gold Star for 1000 hours
of volunteer services, Mitchell
said.

Debra Whittle, the wife of Chief
Warrant Officer Keith Whittle, an
automotive technician for the
659th Maintenance Company, 46th
Corps Support Group, was
awarded the Iron Mike Bronze
Star.

“1 have been volunteering for a
long time,” DebraWhittle said. “I
like doing my part and knowing
you can help othersout is
satisfying.”

Besides serving as PTA
President for the Murray
Elementary School at Fort Bragg,

Besides donating her time to
Operation Kim Comfort, a
program where volunteers make
quilts for the children of deployed
Soldiers, Kathy Fontaine spent her
time handing out Baby Bundlesto
new arrivals at Womack Army
Medical Center and is currently a
key organizer in the annual Fort
Bragg Yule Mart; an event that
brings in thousands of dollars that
are put towards scholarships and
community welfare projects.

Amy Pike served as the Family
Readiness Group Leader for the
659th Maint. Co.

“1 really appreciate receiving
this award and didn’t expect it,”

was present to Amy Pike said.
honor the “When [my
women during 1 Y OVONC 1 ot : o *  husband and I]
the ceremony. C 056 Oj‘/l \ ’ W | 17 d first arrived here |
“If Soldiers : ; ‘3 ' "38‘3 feco ” ‘t""" e became a part of
are our national - . (Army
treasure, TOYK ¢ 1513 LV Community
volunteers are f Of ‘)0[‘! ’ , t ‘w’bm Services). They
the jewels of took care of me
our national By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca during the first
treasure,” 1st COSCOM PAO deployment. So
Packett said now | volunteer to
during a speech. Debra Whittle's volunteerism give back and help those who are

“lIron Mike Awards were created
four years ago to recognize
volunteers that go above and
beyond,” said Sheena Mitchell,
one of two Family Readiness
Assistants for the 1st COSCOM at
that time.

Army Community Service
representatives, such as 1st
COSCOM FRA's Mitchell, and
members of the command,
nominate the volunteers.

There are four types of awards
presented to volunteers depending
on the amount of hours
contributed.

The lron Mike pinis given to
volunteers who have given 300
hours of their time; while the Iron
Mike Bronze Star is given for 500
hours; the Silver Star for 750 hours

included serving as the treasurer
and key caller for the 659th Maint.
Co. Family Readiness Group and
serving as a soccer coach.

Additionally, she had donated
her time in helping to paint
classrooms for a Fort Bragg
school.

Kathy Fontaine, the wife of
Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine,
commander of the 1st COSCOM,
and Amy Pike, the wife of Capt.
Jason Pike, commander of the
659th Maint. Co. received Iron
Mike pins for donating over 300
hours of their time to various
events.

“Kathy (Fontaine) selflessly

volunteered her time for the Armed

Services Y MCASs Operation Kim
Comfort Program,” Mitchell said.

new to the military.”

Amy Pike also says that
volunteering helps occupy her time
especially during deployments.

“You don’t have to be alone.
Fort Bragg has so many
opportunities,” she said.

Volunteers are like rare
“jewels’ becauseit not often you
can find someone to sacrifice a
large amount of time to help other.

With volunteerism comes the
reward of new friendships and the
satisfaction of knowing someone’s
life was made easier, Amy Pike
said.

“1 met so many wonderful
people and | would have never met
them if | didn't volunteer,” Amy
Pike said. “I am very thankful.”

Provider
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Courtesy Photo

Sgt. 1st Class Steven Chow and Spc. Lisa Diamond of the BlackJack Cafe, the 1st Corps

Support Command dining facility, pose for a photo with awards won for excellence in
the food service field.

efs earn .
honors

=By Spc. Jerome Bishop $ad
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Spc. Lisa Diamond, left, prepares a meal at the
BlackJack Cafe, the 1st Corps Support Command's din-
ing facility while Sgt. 1st Class Steven Chow supervises.

Both Soldiers recieved awards for excellencein the food
Services.

Courtesy Photo
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Two Soldiers of the 1st Corps
Support Command'’s “ BlackJack
Café’ dining facility were honored
in a ceremony Oct. 5 for excellence
in food services following months
of hard work and intense
dedication.

Sgt. 1st Class Steven Chow,
dining facility manager, and Spc.
Lisa Diamond, food services
speciaist, both of the “ BlackJack
Café’, were presented various
awards by Col. Robin Akin, 1st
COSCOM rear commander at that
time, for their contributions to the
excellencein their craft.

“Spc. LisaDiamond was
presented an Army Achievement
Medal, a plaque, and atrophy for
winning the COSCOM'’s Specialist
Cook of the Quarter for 4th quarter
of Fiscal Year 2005 and being
sel ected the runner-up winner for
the Installation Cook of the Quarter
for the same quarter,” Chow said. “I
was presented with two Certificates
of Achievement and a plaque after
the dining facility was selected the
Superior Dining Facility of the
Quarter, 3rd quarter of fiscal year
2005.”

Along with the awards for the
dining facility, Chow was also
presented with the Honorable Order
of Saint Martin, a prestigious award
presented to the Soldiers of the
Quartermaster Branch, in a special
ceremony.

Competing with other dining
facilities on post to prove who is
the best can take alot out of the
staff, which servesto eliminate
those who don’t care enough.

“These competitions require alot
of dedication and passion for the
job,” Chow said. “The competition
gets harder each day, as more and
more dining facilities compete
against each other in the various
levels of competitions we enter
every year.”
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While working with the bulk of
the dining facility personnel to help
push the team to the next level of
the facility competition, some
Soldiers are also competing with
othersin the food services for the
distinction of Cook of the Year.

“The cooks are selected here to
go to the COSCOM Cook of the
Quarter board and out of them, two
are selected to go to the Installation
Cook of the Quarter board,”
Diamond said. “If you win that, you
go on the Corps Cook of the Year
board, and then the Cook of the

“It’s an honor
because you know
that the work you’'re
doing is good and
you feel good that
someone is
recognizing it,”

-Spc. Lisa Diamond
Food Service Specialist

Year on the Department of the
Army level.”

During the competition, the
dining facility staff runsthe risk of
encounter complications, which
might occur hindering the chance at
winning.

“Several challenges come up,”
Chow said. “Among the most
common ones are; shortage of
personnel due to deployments,
illnesses, and or emergencies, long
hours of training and preparation
prior to the competitions, which
often creates low morale and lack
of motivation, and setting high
standards and keeping them, year
after year.”

However through all the
hardship of competing as ateam,

An Official publication of the 1st Corps Support Command, The Army’s Contingency COSCOM

Soldiers such as Diamond who opt
to compete on an individual level
are faced with many hardships
experienced by Soldiers preparing
for aboard, but with alittle extra
on the study plan.

“During the board you answer
both Army-related questions as well
as cook-related questions,”
Diamond said.

“When you get to the Installation
Cook of the Quarter board, you
have a written test, a cook-off, and
the board,” she added. “ The board
iswhat makes or breaks you
because you can pass the test, win
the cook-off and then fail the board,
and you lost the competition.” In
the end, winning a competition
doesn’t just leave another plague in
acase or another certificate on the
wall, but much more which can be
carried on for the rest of a Soldier’s
career.

“Winning the awards and the
recognition just keep the Soldiers
motivated and |ets them know that
al the positive things they do on a
daily basisisfor sure appreciated
and compensated,” said Chow.
“Soldiers built that sense of
teamwork and esprit de corps’

“It's an honor because you know
that the work you're doing is good
and you feel good that someoneis
recognizing it,” Diamond said.

The 1st COSCOM'’s recent
deployment to Iraq in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom has
presented more difficult challenges
not normally faced by the staff of
the dining facility.

“The 1st COSCOM
deployments kind of complicated
things around the operations of the
dining facility by taking more than
60 percent of our work force away
from me. With that, the need for
restructuring the team, anew
change-of-command and constant

See CHEF, page 49
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Wounded COSCOM Soldier tells her story

By Spc. Jerome Bishop, 1st COSCOM PAO

Warsaren't fought and won without sacrifice, and the 1t
Corps Support Command isno exception.

Mog of these Soldiersfind themsdvesa Walter Reed
Army Medicd Center in Siver Spring, Md. where Chap.
(Capt.) Grady Gentry, the 330th Movement Control Battdion
and 264th Corps Support Battdion chaplain, dso found
himsdf, and aSoldier in the 264th CSG

“Thegenerd purposewasto vist the Soldierswho served
under Lt. Cal. Sleven Cherry (264th Corps Support Battaion
commeander) whileinlrag,” said Gentry. “Lt. Cal. Cherry sent
meto support these Soldierswho wereinjured inimprovised
explosvedeviceatacks”

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop
Spc. Natasha McKinnon, an automated logistics spe-
cialist with the 249th Quartermaster Company, shows
Chap. (Capt.) Grady Gentry, the the 330th Movement
Control Battalion and 264th Corps Support Battalion
chaplain, her injury and talks with him about life af-
ter combat.

“I wanted to tell him about
what happened and it
seemed like he really
wanted to know. Any

survivor deserves to have

their story told.”

Spc. Natasha McKinnon
Automated Logistics Specialist

The Soldier, whom Gentry met with, was more than willing
totdl her gory and share her experiences and fedings about
theatack that took place Oct. 4.

Spc. NatashaMcKinnon, an automated logidtics specidist
from the 249th Quartermagter Company, wasinjured during a
routinemisson.

McKinnon, who had beenin Iraq only for afew months,
had gone on multiple combet logitics patrols before.
Unfortunately, it only takesonemisson to changealife
forever.

“We[were on acombat logidtics patrol] to get fud, and
coming back iswhenwe had trouble” said McKinnon. “We
wereinthelast vehideof the convoy.”

“| fdt avibration and | fdt it through the floor pand. |
started handing my wegpon and afield dressing to the gunner,”
desad.

What McKinnon fet wasthe blagt from an improvised
explosve device, the end result being theloss of her left leg
below theknee.

“They sad thet the blast was so powerful that it vaporized
themetd,” McKinnon said. “ That'swhy they had to
amputate”

Amids the violence and confuson, McKinnon wasableto
utilizevduabletraining, which could eesily credited to saving
her life.

“| was combet lifesaver cartified,” saidd McKinnon, “sol
took the tourniquet out of my CLSbag and used it on [my leg].
| wasamazed, and | was scared.”

After stopping the bleeding, McKinnon passed out. It
waan't long before shewas on a(medicd evacuation) and on
her way to sefety.

“This all happened Oct. 4,” said McKinnon. “By
Oct. 5, | was already in Germany. | got here (to
Walter Reed) Oct. 12.”

See MCKINNON, page 51
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COSCOM reaches out to
Soldiers through local clergies

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
1st COSCOM PAO

TheArmy hastaken many sepsto
ensurethat when Soldiersredeploy from
combat there areresourcesin placefor
them and their familiesto turnto for
reintegretion. Oneof thesevitd
resourcesisthe Army Chaplain, whom
throughout the Army coversavariety of
denomingtions.

Prior to redeploying, many unitsare
briefed by ther chgplainson issuesthat
Soldiersarefacing when returning home
and how to ded with them; but,
sometimesthisian't enough. Oneunit
recognizesthisand hastakenthis
processagep further. They recognize
thet some Soldiersconfideinther local
clergymen for problemssuch asstress
and reedjudting to normd life, and that
these dergymen may not havethetools
to help and refer them to wherethey can
get hdp.

Inading Soldiersand improving
awareness of the many resourcesthet the
Army offersfor Soldiersand their
families, the 15 Corps Support
Command hogted aSpiritua Outreaech
Forum for locd dergymen Oct. 17 a the
Fort Bragg Weatters Center.

Thirty-seven clergymen of various
denominationsfrom the surrounding
Fort Bragg communitiesatended the
forum. Included in attendancewere
clergymen representing Baptist, Greek
Orthodox, Idamic and Preshyterian
congregations. Additionaly, members
of the Fort Bragg Chaplain Corps
attended to not only brief, but dso
interact with the dergymen.

“Wearerecognizing that some
Soldiersaren’t always coming to our
Army chaplainsfor help, but rather to
their locd dergymen,” said Col. Robin
Akin, the1ls COSCOM chief of Saff.
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Akin, goproached her rear
detachment Chaplain, Lt. Col. Timathy
Lance, about the forum acouple of
monthsago bdieving that therewasa
nead for it.

“Colond Akin cametomeand said it
would be good for usto get some of the
locd civilian dergymen together to
sharewith them some of thethingsthey
need to know about the variousArmy
agendiesin placeand what tolook for as
our Soldiersreturn (from deployment),”
Lancesad.

Many Soldiersconfideinther loca
cergymen becauseahigh percentage
attend religious sarvices off post and
develop closerdationshipswith ther
congregation, Akinsaid.

Thenead for theforum was vdidated
when adeployed member of the 19
COSCOM st adigtressed |etter to his
pastor satesde outlining persona
problemshewasdeding with. The
pastor immediately contacted members
of hisunit for help.

“Thepadtor did theright thingin
contacting us. Instead of the Stugtion
getting worsewe were ableto get thet
Soldier thehdp hewas afraid to ask
for,” Akinsad.

“Themost important thing that | took
fromthis (forum) isthat there are places
thet we can refer Soldierstowhile
understanding thet in doing so their
careers have not been jeopardized asa
result,” said Pastor Louise Hilbert of the
S. James L utheran Church.

Like many of the dergymenwho
atended the forum, Hilbert hashad to
dedl with Soldierswhowereafradto
seek hdp from military agenciesfor fear
that it would negatively impact their
career.

“I think itisgreat becausewe need to

support our Soldiers asthey go through

An Official publication of the 1st Corps Support Command, The Army’s Contingency COSCOM

what can beadifficult timein their
lives” Hilbert said. “Undersanding the
Army resourcesand whet they cando
will benefit usal.”

Theimportance of theforumwas
emphasized by the attendance of Mg.
Gen. Virgll L. Packett I, acting
commander for the XV 111 Airborne
Corpsand Fort Bragg.

“I am hereto redlly thank you for
coming forward and taking part in this
initigtive,” Packett said in addressing the
clergymen. “Itisso good to seed| of
you hereand | would ask you and your
congregationsto solicit [Soldiers]
thoughts asyou embrace them and
welcome them back into your
communities. Welook forward to your
participation and engagement.”

Pogt Traumatic Stress Disorder,
Family Readiness Group and PREP
(Prevention and Relaionship
Enhancement Program) were some of
theArmy resources discussed with the
clergymen.

A lot of questionswereanswered and
al of thedergymen recaived avariety of
pamphlets and contact informetionto aid
themin deding withissuesthat may
arisewhen confronted by aSoldier in
nead.

“Weared| onthesameteamin
teking care of Soldiersand ther families
especidly snce[dergymen] aretheones
|eft behind to take care of thefamiliesin
omecass,” Hilbert sad.

With theenlightening of theArmy
resources and problem that Soldiersand
their familiesare deding with, loca
clergymen are now armed with toolsto
help combet issues

“I will becomemoreintentional
about talking to Soldiersand their
families about what they aregoing
through and invite them to sharetheir
experiences” Hilbert sad.
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Paratroopers

refresh their airborne skills

By Spc. Jerome Bishop, 1st COSCOM PAO

A harsh reality of servicein Irag isthat airborne
operations are few and far between, but paratroopers of
the 1st Corps Support Command aren’t making their
first jump in ayear unprepared.

For this situation where Soldiers haven't been able
to keep up with their airborne status, the Basic
Airborne Refresher course allows them the opportunity
to regain their familiarization with airborne operations.

“The purpose of the BAR is so Soldiers who were
away from the airborne community can refresh what
they learn during airborne school,” said Staff Sgt.
David P. Hattan, aerial delivery platoon sergeant from
the 647th Quartermaster Company, 264th Corps
Support Battalion, 46th Corps Support Group.

The course started with areview of actionsto be
taken before and during the jump. The Soldiers then
moved on to practice parachute-landing falls to
strengthen their abilities, and their confidence.

“The BAR givesalittle tune up and builds
confidence,” said Sgt. Rodolfo Villafranco, a member
of the Secretary General Staff from Headquarters and

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

As a jumpmaster at the Basic Airborne Refresher course Nov. 22 in-
structs the class on the proper wear of a parachute, two students model

the donning procedure.

Headquarters Command, 1st COSCOM. “It’s good
training for paratroopers and it’s a good refresher
class”

Since amajority of 1st COSCOM spent a year
serving in Operation Iragi Freedom, their time spent
out of the airborne community can present problems
when preparing for their first jump after returning to
Fort Bragg.

“Thisisimportant because if you' ve been out for a
while, the training can get you up to speed for future
airborne operations,” Hattan said.

Just because the Soldiers didn’t have opportunity to
jump while deployed, doesn’t mean that the knowledge
of airborne school was lost. Soldiers taking the BAR
noticed how quickly it al came back.

“Down range we didn’t jump,” Villafranco said.
“Once you start to hear it though, it all comes back to
your mind.”

“We got Soldiers down range who haven’t been
jumping for ayear,” Hattan said, “but once they get
their hands on it they remember pretty quick.”

Since the Soldiers have already
attended and passed airborne
school, the BAR offersan
environment where Soldiers can
complete their mission as
paratroopers instead of students.

“Alot of this stuff isreally
important because it’s a good
chance to get them to practice and
relax without all the stress of an
upcoming jump,” Hattan said. “The
pressureis not as bad astrying to
learn it during pre-jump.”

After securing their ruck sacks
with a harness and a classroom
instruction on donning the
parachute, the 1st COSCOM
paratroopers can only hope for a
good and safe jump.

“It’s going to be great to jump,”
Villafranco said. “I can’'t wait to get
out of the door.”

Fall/ Winter 2005



A 1st COSCOM paratrooper prac-
tices aircraft exiting procedures in
a mock up of a C-17 Globemaster
lll cargo jet during the Basic Air-
borne Refresher course Nov. 22.

(Right) Sgt. Rodolfo Villafranco, a secretary gen-
eral staff team member secures the end of a tie-
down strap while rigging his ruck sack for an
upcoming jump at the Basic Airborne Refresher
course Nov. 22 Photos by Spc. Jerome Bishop
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SHARP SHOOTER

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

A Soldier from the 1st Corps Sup-
port Command hugs his wife after
returning from lIraq during a wel-
come home ceremony at Pope Air
Force Base's Green Ramp Sept. 10.

Photo by Pfc. Mark B. Matthew/ 27th PAD

A Soldier from the 56th Brigade
Combat Team hands an Iraqi child
a Meal Ready to Eat during an Apr.
30 patrol to a village outside of
Tallil Air Base, Iraq. The patrol
teams practice “good neighbor-
ing” by giving food and water to
Iraqi villages they visit during pa-
trols.

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

Soldiers from the 1st Corps Support
Command sing the Army Song after
receiving end of tour awards during
an awards ceremony Sept. 5 at Lo-
gistics Support Area Anaconda,
Balad, Iraq.
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A Soldier from the 1st
Corps Support Command
load and board a C-130
Hercules Sep. 9 at Logis-
tics Support Area Ana-
conda on the first leg of
their trip home from Irag.
The 1st COSCOM spend
ayear in Irag conducting
large scale logistical op-
erations in Iraqg.

Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

Pfc. Jason Garner, automa-
tion specialist, G6, Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Com-
pany, 1st Corps Support Com-
mand tastes and rates a new
Meal Ready to Eat dish dur-
ing a taste test Nov. 3 held by
the Army Times newspaper.
Garner, along with four other
COSCOM Soldiers tried a va-
riety of new meals and acces-
sories to include an egg
omlette, steak sauce, and
power drink juice mix.

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

Soldiers under the 1st
Corps Support Command
take part in Hawaiian cul-
tural dancing Aug. 23 dur-
ing acommander’s confer-
ence hosted by members
of the 29th Brigade Com-
bat Team, a unit in the Ha-
waiian National Guard, at
Logistics Support Area
Anaconda, Balad, Iraq .

Photo by Maj. Sean Wilson/ 27th PAD
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COSCOM celebrates with Heroes' Ball

By Capt. Sonise Lumbaca, 1st COSCOM PAO

High spirits and joy wasin the air as the 1st Corps
Support Command celebrated a successful deployment
to Iraq by commemorating its Soldiersin a Heroes
Ball held at the Fort Bragg Officer’s Club Dec. 1.

Nearly 600 Soldiers and their guest attended the ball
decked out in their military’s finest.

Throughout the ballroom were decorations
highlighting the theme of the ball. Large black and
white photos of 1st COSCOM Soldiersfrozen intime
demonstrated how serious the mission in Iraq was and
continued to be.

Buzzing through the crowd were tales of one’s own
experience while deployed, and playing catch up with
colleagues, because “ sometimes there just isn’t enough

7] timetodosoin
| the duty day.”
Among those
in attendance and
honored were
Soldiers
recovering from
wounds received
inlraq.

“Itisgreat to
be here and see
members of my

company again,”
said Spc. Natasha
Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca McKinnon,
This being the final ball with the automated
1st Corps Support Command for logistics
Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fonatine, Col. specialist, 249th
Kenneth McMillin, 46th Corps Sup- Quartermaster
port Group commander and mas- Company. “I am
ters of ceremony, roasts the com- glad to be here to
manding general Dec. 1. see everyone.”

McKinnon, along with two other COSCOM
Soldiers, Sgt. CarlaBest and Spc. Ramon Guitard were
wounded while deployed in support of Operation Iragi
Freedom.

“The highlight of the ball was having our wounded
comrades and their families present for the ball,” said
Sgt. Mgj. Theressa Fillmore, human resource
noncommissioned officer. “ Recognizing our wounded
comradesin person at the ball added a special and
personal touch.”

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca

Soldiers from the 1st Corps Support Command and
their guest enjoy themselves at the 1st COSCOM He-
roes’ Ball held at the Fort Bragg Officer’s Club Dec. 1.

After amotivating speech from the 1st COSCOM
commanding general Brig. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine, a
heartfelt video montage starring 1st COSCOM troops
in Iraq was played.

“The video was awesome,” said Mgj. Miles
Townsend, support operations officer, 46th Corps
Support Group. “It nearly brought tears to my wife's
eyes.”

It was evident that members of the 1st COSCOM
enjoyed the well-deserved heroes' celebration.

Upon completion of the formal portion of the ball,
members of the 1st COSCOM “put on their dancing
shoes” and “danced the night away.”

Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca
After concluding formalities, Soldiers of the 1st Corps
Support Command and their guest top off their danc-
ing by particpating in an old favorite; ‘the electric
slide.”
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Chaplain’s Corner
Home for the holidays

Home is apowerful
word. It brings up
imagesin your mind’s
search engine of
houses and favorite
rooms like theliving
room, den or dining
room or kitchen
tables, the front porch
or being out in the
yard with the dog or
with family and

that action he wished
hisfather dead. He
took the wealth and
blew it all on fast
living, partiesfor his
friends but when the
money ran out and
the fun was over he
was left at alow
point with nothing to
show for it. The
Bible saysthat he

friends. It isthe place CNap (Capt) Grady L. Gentry  came to himself. He

where you had your start, where you
learned to navigate life in your
understanding of all things
considered.

When you got older you decided to
join the army you moved away from
your comfort zones. Why?
Because you had a dream, an idea, a
destiny, acalling to make life better
for yourself and others and you
choseto serve in the greatest Army
in the history of the world.

In the Bible astory istold about a
boy who wanted hisinheritance so
he could leave home and fulfill his
selfish desires. He inasmuch said by

made a decision after seeing the
rotten spoils of his spoiled attitude;
he decided to go home back to his
father who he had left for dead. His
father ran to meet him with open
arms hugged him and kissed him
and had a party for him.

God is like that father ready to bring
you back to your faith, to safety and
security, to your starting place
where you figured out what life was
about. Itismy prayer that during
these Holy days that you would find
peace and there would be no better
placeto find it than at home with
God.

"I'm going to spend my time
here with family and friends.
Who wants to travel?"

Maj. Jay Land
Class V Division Chief
Corps Distribution Command

"I'm going to be spending
Christmas with my fiancee and
his family here in North Carolina."

-Sgt. Lindsey Greenberg
Ammunition Supply Sergeant
Corps Distribution Command

.

"I'm going to give my daughter a
good Christmas since | missed her
last one due to the deployment to
Iraq."
Pfc. Christopher Phobst
Logistics Specialist
46th Corps Support Group
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Inspector General

To complain without fear of reprisal
is the right of any Soldier, civilian or
family member seeking IG help.
After all, problem solving is one of
the IG’s primary missions.

Fall/ Winter 2005




-Iﬁ |
Faimily Readiness Group

belonging to a unit that
together provide an av-
enue of mutual support,
assistance and a netw-
ork of communication
among the family
members, the chain

of command and co-
mmunity resources.
The primary purpose of
any FRG is to encou-
rage self-sufficiency
among its members

by providing inform-
ation, referral assist-
ance and mutual sup-
port.

An organization of family mem-
bers, volunteers and Soldiers

Family Readiness
Assistant

Cindy Fitzgerald
396-6345/ 907-2376
cindy.fitzgerald@us.army.mil

st H’ieg; do

-Give moral support

-Empower families to become
more knowledgeable and se-

If-reliant

-Promote more efficient

use of community resources
-Increase the Soldier’s abil-
ity to devote full attention

to the mission by offer-

ing reassurance that the
family members have close,
reliable and friendly support
-Provide a helping hand
when needed

-Access information and
resources to help solve pro-
blems

-Provide an effective way of
gaining information, support
and control during deploym-
ent and other times

-Unite other family programs
design to improve the qu-
ality of life

From the
1st COSCOM
FRG Booklet

ﬁs.szsnma:ﬂ fl?nlgmm
Leaders

-Assist in putting in place systems
to build and strengthen the FRG
-Collect family member information
through in-processing, maintain
FRG rosters and prepare for FRG
IG inspections

-Support plans for predeployment
and reunion briefings

-Be part of the rear detachment

team in monitoring ad sustaining
families through deployments

Phone Numbers

ACS 396-8682

AER  396-2507

ARC 396-1231

FA 396-5521

Legal 396-4113/6113
TriCare 800-931-9501

GLOSSARY

ARC American Red Cross

FA  Family Advocacy

FRG Family Readiness Group

RDC Rear Detachment Commander
UMT Unit Ministry Team

IG  Inspector General

FRG Leaders and Volunteers
-Track volunteer registration and
documentation of hours

-Aid in the publishing of FRG news-
letters and information dissemina-
tion

-Assist in coordination of FRG
meetings by providing tips, guest
speakers and resources

-Keep FRG leaders up to date on
community resources and set up
volunteer training

Soldiers and Family Members
-Provide information and referral to
help resolve issues

-Give newcomer orientation

-Be a point of contact for loved ones
of single Soldiers
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JORDAN, from page 7

deficiencies, if any, arefixed,
everyoneis manifested and (civilian)
convoy serials are staged.”

The MCT runsatight scheduleto
ensure that these trucks are staged so
that when they’ re military escorts
arrive the trucks are ready to leave.

“The only thing the escorts have to
do isconduct a convoy brief and then
their ready to hit theroad,” Neff said.

Asfar asthe chalengesthey face,
they have made great stridesto get
them to where they are today.

“We've come along way living
out here, there's no situation or
operation we can’'t handle,”
Whittacre said. “We are always
ready to serve.”

SIMULATOR, from page 13

Oncethe Soldierswere
comfortable firing the 50 Cal., they
put their skillsto the test.

“We have ‘ collective' training
where you have one of hundreds of
scenariostaking placein severd
environmentsincluding desert,
jungle, woodland, and urban where
little cartoon characters come out and
shoot a you,” Gaziano said. “Then
we havethe ‘ Shoot, Don’t Shoot’
scenarioswhereyou go inwith a
partner into severa scenarios such as
abank robbery and you interact and
make decisions with your partner.”

With training asredlistic and
convenient as that of the EST,
Holland plansto return in the future
with good sentiment.

“I definitely would recommend
thistraining, and | will,” said
Holland. “It seemsto give usthe
ability as closeto redlity without all
the expense and headache of
coordinating to get arange.”

A lot of commanders and Soldiers
on post don't reglize that the EST
exists here. Mogt of the troops
coming in are from the 82nd Abn.
Div. and small groups from other

units, Gaziano said. Thefacility is
opento dl Soldiers on post.

COMPETITION, from page 19

Although the hope of taking first
place in the competition has been in
the mind of every cook at the
BlackJack Café, the true purpose of
the meal was never forgotten.

“The main purpose of
Thanksgiving isto make sure the
Soldiers get their traditional
Thanksgiving meal that they would
have back home. Winning the
competition isjust icing on the
cake,” Chow said. “If my Soldiers
are happy and well fed, thenI’ve
donemy job.”

With the meal done and over
with, the hard-working chefs, most
of whom have been working late
into the evenings leading up to the
meal, took the time to rest and
enjoy their own work.

“There were nights we wouldn’t
get out to three or four in the
morning,” said Pfc. Amber Novak,
afood service specialist at the
BlackJack Café. “We're not just
preparing for Thanksgiving, we're
also doing our daily job.”

“It feels good to sit down to a
job well done. | can relax tonight,
said Spc. Wayne Vandever, afood
service specialist at the BlackJack
Café. “Tomorrow begins the quest
for the Phillip A. Connelly
competition.”

With the exception of the PhillipA.
Connely competition, which isthe
food service community’stop honor,
Thanksgiving givesthem achanceto
let their fellow Soldiersknow and
taste, what they can do.

“For cooks, thisisour timeto shine
for the command,” Vandever said.

TRANSFORM, from page 21

has awider storage area and can
carry more weight than the C-5.

“Pretty much, the Condor isthe
equivaent of our C-5," Martini
said.

Working with the Russian team
adds aunigue level of international
cooperation between two nations
towards the advancement of peace
in the world.

“The Russian aircrew of the AN-
124 was friendly and very
cooperative in making sure all of
the equipment pallets and aircraft
were able to be loaded on the AN-
124,” said Martini. “ Once the AN-
124 was loaded, we had about 12
inches or so of room to spare, so
they were instrumental in making
sure everything that had to go to the
Sinai got on the airplane.”

Without the help of the Russian
crewmembers, the loading of the
aircraft that took place Dec. 1,
would not have been asfast and
effective, said Leake.

“1 thought they did a fantastic
job,” said Leake. “They started
loading the Condor at 11 am. and
they were done by 3 p.m. and it was
atight fit.”

The 1st COSCOM is planning to
ship three more Black Hawksto
MFO peacekeepers sometimein
January, however future use of the

AVIATION, from page 27

“Dismissed!” said Mgj. Gen.
Virgil L. Packett, acting
commander for the XVIII
Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg as
he released the troops to be with
their families.

Corina Maxwell ran into the
crowd with her two daughters
Kristy, 7, and Haley, 5, to reunite
them with their father.

Moments later, Spc. Ryan
Maxwell, Co. |, 4th Bn. 159th
Avn. Regt., got to see the family
he left behind to deploy to Irag.

Continued next page
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Photo by Spc. Jerome Bishop

Spc. Ryan Maxwell of Co. |, 4th Bn. 159th Avn. Regt., leans down to hug his daugh-
ter Kristy, 7, while his wife Corina Maxwell watches during Co. I's welcome home
ceremony Oct. 20 at Green Ramp.

Soldiers were given the
opportunity to spend 15 minutes
with family members prior to

“1 got my family and friends
and all the comforts of home,”
said Maxwell after spending time
with his family.

Provider

conducting
administrative
requirements.

Being together for
the first timein awhile
wasn’'t without the
hardships that were
present all the way up
to the arrival of
Maxwell’s flight.

“It seemed like it
took forever,” said
Corina. “The
anticipation was really
hard. Asacivilian |
can fly to Timbuktu
and back and tell you
when I’ [l be back, but
in the military, you
never know.”

Dealing with the
anticipation was only
the latest of challenges
Corina had to face,
which was one of
many that she's been
working at since her
husband’s deployment.

“l just tried to get on
with my life while he
was gone and to do the
best | can,” she said.

Maxwell’s daughters
had little to say about
the return of their
father. “Good” was the
only word to come to
Kristy’s mind.

Haley, however,
gave alittle more
insight to her older
sister’sfeelings.

“She's happy because
we love him,” Haley
said before kissing her
father as he went to turn
in his M-16, which was
thelast thing he needed to

do before being released for the day.
The 4th Bn., 159th Avn. Regt.

deployed in 2004 in support of

Operation Iragi Freedom.
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BRATS, from page 30

Sixteen-year-old Stephen A.
Fogarty Jr. assumed this
responsibility when his father, Staff
Sgt. Stephen A. Fogarty, platoon
sergeant and battle
noncommissioned officer for the
46th CSG, deployed to Irag.

“1 did alot of yard work, fixing
things around the house, and
putting up fence posts,” Stephen
said.

Unlike Da Mon, who was upset
when his father deployed, Stephen
didn’t cite any difficulties when his
father left. He did miss hisfather;
however, this deployment was
easier for he and his younger
brother Logan to deal with, he
admits.

“[My dad] has been to Korea,
Thailand and now Irag. I’'m usedto
him deploying so, | wasn't too
upset,” Stephen said.

Stephen looks forward to going
home to relax with his family when
his father returns.

“We did alot when my father
came home on (rest and
recuperation), which wasn't too
long ago,” Stephen said. “We went
out to eat alot because thefood isa
little different [in Iraq], so | look
forward to just relaxing with my
dad.”

Courtney Landfried, the twelve-
year-old daughter of Mgj. Chris
Landfried, an operations officer for
the 46th CSG, doesn’t intend on
relaxing when her father comes
home.

“We are going to go to a haunted
house and have a huge barbeque,”
she said. “Lot’s of our relatives are
flying inforit.”

The biggest thing that Courtney
looks forward to is having a good
laugh.

“1 haven't had agood laughin a
long time. In our neighborhood
they call my dad ‘ Mr. Da Boom’
because heisreally funny and

aways makes everyone laugh,”
Courtney said.

Courtney said that she didn’t get
to see much of her father before he
left, so it was more difficult for her
to deal with. Shewas especially
upset because he was going to be
gone longer than before.

“When | see him | am going to
run up to him and hug him,”
Courtney said.

Asthe aircraft carrying the
fathers of Da Mon, Stephen,
Courtney and the rest of the
members of the 46th CSG lands,
the children along with many other

seeing my family isabig difference
than talking to them on the phone.”

“l am glad that it is over and am
just happy that | am home with my
four ‘Boos' (apet name Johnson
calls hiswife and three children),”
Johnson said as he held his 2-year-
old in one arm and hugged his wife
with the other. Damon stood next
to him, looking up at his father with
alarge smile on hisface.

“1 feel alot better now that heis
home,” Da Mon said.

Unlike Johnson, who left his
personal homecoming open to
whatever hisfamily wanted to do,

families Fogarty
rushed the anticipate the
door of the relaxing time
pax shed to his son Stephen
observetheir anticipated.
Soldiers “We have
exiting the plansto goto
plane they the zoo and the
arrived on. beach,” Fogarty
Asthe said; “plenty of
Soldiers family timeto
marched off to be well spent.”
theairfield “It's good to
towardsthe be home,” was a
doors of the shared comment
Green Ramp stated by each
pax shed, father asthey
family hugged their
members family.
cheered them Members of
on. Among the 46th CSG
the cheers Photo by Capt. Sonise Lumbaca  deployed in
were those Courtney Landfried (right), and her support of OIF
from children, stepmother _hugs hgr father, Maj. Il to conduct
including Chris Landfried, during a V\_/elcome logistical
Courtney who hom(? ceremony at Pope Air Force operations that
Base’s Green Ramp Oct. 21. .
leaped up and included combat

down frantically waving her

American flag.

Once the Soldiers were released
to their families, Courtney, as
earlier predicted, gave her father a

hug.

“It is awesome to be home,”
Landfried said. “[Courtney] has
grown so much. Coming home and

logistics patrols, vehicle up-

armoring and force protection

operations.

Whilein Iraqg, the 46th CSG was
aso responsible for the training of

the Iragi army’s 1st Motorized

new government.

Transportation Regiment, Irag’s
first transportation unit under the
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REDEPLOY, from page 31

With histimein Irag behind him,
Lewisreflected on how the
deployment affected him.

“| am very happy to be back inthe
states,” Lewissaid. “Even though we
make extramoney during
deployments, time missed away from
your kidsispriceless.”

“I would have been happier
staying herein the states and flip
burgers at McDonalds part-time
along with serving active duty,” he
added.

Lewisisn't theonly onethat is
happy to be back in the states again,
his parents are excited to have him
back aswell.

“I"'m just blessed that he's back,”
said Joyce. “I hope hewon’t be going
back any time soon. I'm just praying
that thiswar isgoing to end.”

“| feel wonderfully blessed,” said
Lewissfather, Thurman Jr. “What
did I think [when he got off the
plane]?‘ Thank God!"”

Hiswife, however, had more than
his homecoming to cel ebrate.

“Our anniversary is Saturday (Nov.
12) so we re going to go out for
dinner. I’m excited,” said Juanita. “I’'m
happy to have him back, very happy.”

The 4th Bn., 159th Avn. Regt.
welcomed back thelast of its
Soldiers, including battalion
commander Lt. Col. Terence Reeves,
during awelcome home ceremony
thefollowing day at Green Ramp.

The 1st COSCOM till has about
500 Soldiers serving in Iraq who are
expected to return by the end of
January 2006.

RETIRE, from page 32

The time spent by the Soldiers of
the 58th Maint. Co. wasin a
general support environment where
their missions support any unit on
Fort Bragg, where as their new unit,
will focus on the direct

Provider

mai ntenance support of 1st
COSCOM, said Hearn.

Although the 58th Maint. Co.
has closed the latest chapter in its
history of existence, the 127th
Trans. Co. will be ableto start a
new chapter in their history astheir
Guidon was unfurled in asimilar
ceremony which took place minutes
following the inactivation
ceremony of their predecessors.

The 127th Trans. Co., which is
returning to active status since it’s
last inactivation in 1967, will act as
the 1st COSCOM'’s newest edition
by providing direct service support
water purification, storage, and
distribution of water.

“1 can only speculate that the
127th Trans. Co. activation wasto
increase the capability of water
purification and distribution in the
Army,” Kiefer said.

While the 1st COSCOM still has
elements deployed in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom, the 127th
Trans. Co. isunlikely to see any
involvement in the Middle East; at
least for alittle while.

“The 127th Trans Co. doesn’t see
deployment in the near future,” said
Kiefer. “They're till filling
equipment and personnel slots.

“It will provide additional water
capabilities for the 507th CSG and
the 1st COSCOM,” Kiefer added.
“Six months from today, they will
be able to deploy if necessary.”

The changes of the 7th Trans.
Bn. will hopefully increase the 1st
COSCOM’s and the X V11
Airborne Corps' ahility to fight the
Globa War on Terror with greater
proficiency and productivity.

CHEF, from page 35

training of new personnel was
inevitable,” Chow said.

“It isalittle bit tougher on the
new Soldiersthat just come from
basic training to end up on afast-

An Official publication of the 1st Corps Support Command, The Army’s Contingency COSCOM

paced environment such as Fort
Bragg,” he added. “However, this
environment makes them stronger,
smarter, and combat ready for any
mission they might face in the
future.”

Although the “ BlackJack Café’
didn’t make it to the top this year,
Chow’s expectations of the dining
facility and its staff intend to take
them all to greatnessin the yearsto
come, whether in competition or
not.

“My goal isto keep striving to
achieve food service excellence and
to keep building team players,
professionals, and winners,” said
Chow. “I want my Soldiersto be
the best they can and to be proud of
their accomplishments. | want to be
arole model for al my Soldiers.”

With the awards won during the
Oct. 5 ceremony as well as others
in the past, Chow has acquired
skills and knowledge that he plans
to usefor along time.

“The amount of lessons learned
during my last two years with the
1st COSCOM has given plenty of
toolsthat | will add to my box,”
Chow said. “1 will use those
training tools to keep bettering my
Soldiers and me.”

In the past, the dining facility has
won the national nutrition month
installation competition two years
inarow; placed runner-up at
Department of the Army level
Philip A. Connelly Competition
2005, installation Best
Thanksgiving Day decorated dining
facility competition winner and
runner-up 2004 and 2005.

The “BlackJack Caf€” staff has
pulled together through the hard
times and emerged as one of Fort
Bragg'sfinest dining institutions,
and the awards stand to prove that
not only are the food and services
extraordinary, but the Soldiers who
work the kitchen are of equal
quality.
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Military Professional Reading

Sun-Tzu: The Art of
War
Author: Ralph D. Sawyer

TheArt of War isthe work
of afifth-century B.C. heir
to the knowledge combined
by aclan of expertson
arms and fighting, and is
widely recognized as one
of the most useful books ever written on
leading with wisdom. Sun Tzu's short but
probing aphorisms come to us as a practical
guide to achieving success by coming to a
deeper understanding of the nature of conflict.
The Art of War is an essential tool for modern
corporate warriors battling to gain the
advantage in the boardroom and for anyone
looking for advice on how to win the upper
hand in confrontations and competitions.

[ Centuries of Service:
The U.S. Army 1775—
2004

Author: David W. Hogan Jr.

DESTUN LS &7 S[AOL
vy g FF T - IS

An easy-to-read and
ol j informative pamphlet that
describes the many
missions the U.S. Army
has conducted over the
course history. The booklet coversAmerica's
wars aswell asthe Army’s many operations
outside of combat, including occupation,
peacekeeping, nation building, exploration,
civil administration, scientific research, and
disaster relief. This pamphlet isavaluable
introduction to American military history for
the Soldier and junior leader.

.THE NEW F.M:E. The New Face of War:

OF WAR How War Will Be
T radicl Fought in the 21st
b i e |

Century

Author: Bruce Berkowitz

This book offers aframe-

work for understanding
' the new face of combat.

AsWestern forces wage
war against terrorism and its supporters, The
New Face of War explains how Americans
fight and the threats we face. The author
clearly lays out four key dynamicsto the new
method of warfare: asymmetric threats,
information-technology competition, the race
of decision cycles, and network organization.
The New Face of War is an important book
for all new leaders.

PALICE RERKOWITY

Sinews of War: Logis-
tics of the U.S. Army
1775-1953 U.S. Military
history series

Author: James A. Houston

~ Thisbook isagenerd histori-
L% cd survey of U.S. Army
logigtics, which includes
supply, transportation, evacuation & hospitaliza-
tion, and service. The book contributes to a better
understanding of the significance of logigticsin the
American military experience, and to an apprecia
tion of some of thelogistica problemsinits
conduct of war from the Revolutionary War
through the K orean War. Content that lendsitself to
completing the book: emergence of modern
warfare; warfare overseas; logistics of global
warfare; the shadow of conflict; and the uses of
logigticd experience. Additionaly, glossary, maps,
charts, tables and drawings rounds out the book.
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Helpful Web Sites

U.S. Army Human Resources Command
The HRC mission is to ensure the full spectrum of
human resources programs, services and systems
are executed to support the readiness and well-
being of Army personnel worldwide.

https://www.hrc.army.mil/site/active/index2.asp

ARNEWS
For the latest news happening in and around the
Army direct from the office of the Chief of Public
Affairs.

http://www4.army.mil/ocpa/news/index.html

Defense link
The official news site of the U.S. Department of
Defense providing news for service members, by
service members.

http://www.defenselink.mil/

MCKINNON, from page 36

M cKinnon's mother, Janet McKinnon, who hasbeen
staying with McKinnon since she arrived at Walter Reed, sad
shewas proud of the progress her daughter has made.

“Alot of peopledon’t beieve theamount of progressshe
meade since this happened in October, and it'saready
November,” sad Jangt. “ Shelsdready getting her prosthetic
leg. You hear stories about somewho don't get theirsfor two
or threemonths”

Along with praises on the amount of progressand
perseverance M cKinnon has made, Gentry hoped that there
was one morefeding that they would experience.

“What | hope occurred wasthet they understood thet God
cared for them and maybe they experienced the presence of
God during my vidt,” Gentry said. “That wasmy god.”

Along with McKinnon, Gentry spent sometimetaking to
other Soldiersstaying at Walter Reed.

“I think they were very happy to seeus,” Gentry said.
“They seemed to be encouraged that Lt. Cal. Cherry
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remembered them and | think the Minidtry of presencewas
encouraging and thought provoking.”

Some Soldiers chooseto kegp their experiencesto
themsdves. McKinnon was morethan hgppy to chareher
gory with the chaplain.

“I wanted to tell him about what happened and it ssemed
like heredly wanted to know,” said McKinnon. “Any
urvivor desarvesto havether sory told.”

After leaving Walter Reed, Gentry took timeto reflect on
his experiences there with wounded troops, and whet he heard
of McKinnon'sexperience.

“It' sthefirg time| vidted Soldiersinjured to that extent,”
Gentry said. “1t humbled me because of the extent of their
sacrificefor their nation and theArmy and it wasaso
ingiring.”

Although McKinnon and the other Soldiersstaying at
Walter Reed aren't with their fellow Soldiersor unitsat Fort
Bragg, they haven't been forgotten.
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